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Abstract:

This research, titled "Interrogating Aesthetic and Philosophical
Consciousness,” explores the duality of place and its emotional
impact, psychological representations, and the dialectic of homeland
and exile in the poetry of Ahmed Shawqi and Mahmoud Darwish. It
examines the experiences of these two pillars of Arabic poetry
through an interdisciplinary lens, integrating literary criticism and
questioning how exile, as a spatial dimension, transforms into a
means of producing identity. The research employs a comparative
study to deconstruct the mysteries of longing in Ahmed Shawqi's
poetry, who yearns for his homeland, contrasting it with Mahmoud
Darwish's experience of exile. The language of alienation 1is
transformed into love of homeland and a symbol of existence. For
both poets, exile is not merely physical absence and separation from

tamily, homeland, and home, but a profound psychological test that
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reshaped their emotions. While Ahmed Shawqi sought an alternative
place and a mirror to recapture the past, for Mahmoud Darwish, it
became a space for finding an alternative homeland. The research
aims to uncover the literary texts that bridge the gap between the

.alienation of the self and the loss of place

Keywords: duality of place, emotion, dialectic, homeland, exile,

Ahmed Shawqi, Mahmoud Darwish.
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Desire in Disguise: Hidden Transgression and Social

Surveillance in Edith Wharton's The Age of Innocence
Huda Razaq Ibraheem!, Qudama Mohammed Salman?

1University of Baghdad - College of Arts - Department of English

Language, hoda.ibrahim@coart.uobaghdad.edu.iq
Abstract

Edith Wharton's The Age of Innocence presents a compelling

critique of the uncompromising social codes that governed upper-
class New York in the late nineteenth century. Underneath the
appearance of refinement and ethical respectability, the novel reveals
a culture in which desire is repressed, identity is carefully performed,
and every action is subjected to communal observation. This report
examines the relationship between desire, disguise, hidden
transgression, and social surveillance, arguing that Wharton portrays
social agreement as an effective mechanism that makes individuals
conceal their authentic emotions and sacrifice individual fulfillment
for collective approval. Through a close literary analysis of the

novel's principal characters, particularly Newland Archer, Ellen
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Olenska, and May Welland, the study shows how emotional
repression functions as a strategy of survival within a highly regulated
society. Rather than portraying violation as overt rebellion,
Wharton represents it as light emotional resistance that stays mostly
masked underneath social routines. The paper further argues that
surveillance in the novel operates not through formal institutions but
through customs, gossip, and the internalization of communal
expectations. Consequently, individuals become both observers and
subjects of observation, strengthening the social order they privately
question. Ultimately, 7he Age of Innocence reveals that the greatest
tragedy 1s not the failure of romantic love but the triumph of social
discipline over individual freedom. By investigating the intersections
of desire, disguise, and surveillance, this study highlights Wharton's
enduring critique of social power and the psychological costs of

conformity.

Keywords: Edith Wharton; 7The Age of Innocence; desire,;

disguise; social surveillance; transgression; literary analysis.

Lo
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Edith Wharton's The Age of Innocence stays one of the most

important American novels exploring the relationship between
individual desire and social convention. Published in 1920 and set in
the elite society of New York during the 1870s, the novel portrays a
world in which appearance is valued above genuineness and social
acceptance depends upon strict adherence to unwritten rules.
Although its characters appear to enjoy privilege and stability, they
live in an environment where emotions are regulated, choices are
restricted, and personal freedom is constantly negotiated against

collective expectations.

The immediate conflict of the novel emerges through the

passionate struggle of Newland Archer, whose engagement to May
Welland symbolizes his devotion to social order, while his growing
affection for Countess Ellen Olenska introduces the possibility of
emotional and intellectual liberation. Rather than giving this conflict
simply as a romantic triangle, Wharton transforms it into a wider
examination of the mechanisms by which society disciplines

individual behavior. Love, marriage, reputation, and morality
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become interconnected forms of social control that define

satisfactory conduct and prevent deviation from accepted norms.

One of the most marked aspects of Wharton's narrative is that

acts of revolt rarely occur openly. Instead, desire remains masked
beneath politeness, gestures, silence, and deliberately designed
formations. Characters frequently disguise their authentic feelings in
order to preserve their social identities. This concealment is not
simply a personal choice but an essential adaption to a culture in
which public opinion possesses extraordinary authority. Therefore,
disguise functions both as protection and as imprisonment, allowing
characters to survive socially while simultaneously disavowing their

authentic selves.

The novel also illustrates that surveillance goes beyond visible

observation. Social control operates through conversations, family
expectations, rituals, and shared assumptions about propriety. All
interaction carries the possibility of judgment, making privacy almost
impossible. Individuals gradually internalize these expectations until
they regulate themselves without the requirement for explicit

coercion. In this sense, Wharton depicts society as a system in which
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power is maintained through collective participation instead of direct

force.

This study argues that 7The Age of Innocence presents hidden

transgression not as dramatic defiance but as the silent persistence of
forbidden desire beneath socially acceptable behavior. The
relationship between desire and disguise reveals the psychological
consequences of living in an environment where authenticity
threatens social belonging. At the same time, the novel demonstrates
how surveillance converts ordinary customs into powerful
mechanisms of discipline, forming both public conduct and private

consciousness.

The importance of this study lies in its integrated examination

of three closely related concepts: desire, disguise, and social
surveillance. While these pieces have frequently been discussed
independently, their interaction gives a more comprehensive
understanding of Wharton's critique of upper-class American
society. By analyzing the symbolic, psychological, and social aspects

of these concepts, this paper seeks to demonstrate that the novel
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continues to offer valuable insights into the complex relationship

between individual identity and collective authority.

The following sections examine previous scholarship on 7The

Age of Innocence, examine the representation of desire and
emotional repression, explore disguise as a strategy of social survival,
investigate the forms of hidden transgression within the narrative,
and evaluate the means of social surveillance that ultimately resolve

the fate of the novel's central characters.
1.2 Literature Review

The Age of Innocence (1920) by Edith Wharton has garnered

a lot of critical attention for its examination of gender roles,
suppressed desire, societal traditions, and the power structures that
control personal conduct. The novel has often been seen by
academics as a critique of the aristocratic society of Old New York,
where social conformity, prestige, and outward appearances take
precedence over individual satisfaction. While marriage, class, and
gender have all been studied in the past, the relationship between
concealed desire and the ongoing societal monitoring that controls

people's behavior has received less attention. The main critical
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viewpoints on the suggested issue are surveyed in this literature
review, which also pinpoints the research gap that the current study

aims to fill.

Wharton's criticism of upper-class social norms is the subject of

one of the first critical interpretations of 7The Age of Innocence.
According to Cynthia Griffin Wolff (1977), Wharton depicts Old
New York as a strict social system with unwritten laws that restrict
individual freedom. According to Wolft, society acts as an unseen
authority whose members collectively keep an eye on what
constitutes appropriate behavior, making individual disobedience all
but impossible. This viewpoint emphasizes the repressive social

context but ignores the psychological masking of prohibited desire.

Similarly, R.W.B. Lewis (1975) argues in his seminal

biography of Edith Wharton that the tension between societal duty
and personal satisfaction is reflected in Wharton's novels. Lewis
contends that Newland Archer's misery stems not from his incapacity
to love but rather from his incapacity to dety the expectations placed
upon him by his social class. Lewis's work mostly takes a historical

and biographical approach to the novel rather than examining
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surveillance as a cultural process, even if he stresses moral struggle

and societal restriction.

Interpretations of the novel have been greatly influenced by

gender critique. According to Elizabeth Ammons (1980), Wharton
reveals patriarchal systems that limit women's independence through
societal norms. She notes that public reputation is crucial for survival
in elite culture since female personalities are evaluated based on
ideals of respectability, obedience, and purity. By acting in an
unorthodox manner, Ellen Olenska challenges conventional
standards and offers an alternative paradigm of femininity. Ammons
talks about societal judgment, but her analysis focuses more on

gender oppression than the more general idea of surveillance.

In a similar vein, Judith Fryer (1976) examines Wharton's

depiction of women ensnared in constrictive social structures. Fryer
contends that rather than providing emotional fulfillment, marriage
serves as a means of preserving societal stability. Wharton depicts
various reactions to patriarchal demands through characters like
Ellen Olenska and May Welland. This feminist view places a strong

emphasis on institutional control while paying little attention to how
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people voluntarily manage their own wants and internalizes

monitoring.

Another significant corpus of research uses psychoanalytic

critique to study repression and desire. Newland Archer's emotional
conflict is seen by scholars inspired by Freudian theory as a conflict
between the needs of civilization and instinctive desire. To maintain
social order, desire 1s constantly denied, misdirected, or postponed.
These findings imply that suppression is internalized inside each
person's conscience rather than being just external. However,
psychoanalytic readings frequently place a strong emphasis on
individual psychology while failing to adequately take into account

the societal structures that give rise to suppression.

Although very few studies directly apply Michel Foucault's

theories of surveillance and disciplinary authority to 7he Age of
Innocence, they have inspired more modern literary studies of
nineteenth-century fiction. According to Foucault's explanation in
Discipline and Punish (1975), modern cultures uphold order largely
via self-discipline, normalization, and constant observation rather

than through physical punishment. People act correctly because they
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think they are being observed all the time. Even though Wharton's
book comes before Foucault's theoretical framework, Old New
York society is quite similar to Foucauldian disciplinary institutions,
where public opinion, reputation, and gossip control conduct

without official legal action.

Several literary scholars have studied societal surveillance in

Victorian and American literature, building on Foucauldian ideas.
According to this research, upper-class groups impose conformity
through reputation, gossip, and informal surveillance. People absorb
societal standards through reputation, which turns into a disciplinary
tool. Although 7he Age of Innocence itselt 1is still relatively
understudied within this context, such studies offer important
theoretical underpinnings for comprehending Wharton's portrayal of

aristocratic life.

The symbolism of performance and appearance in Wharton's

writings 1s also examined by critical studies. Academics contend that
personalities hide their true feelings while projecting socially
acceptable personas. Conversation, attire, etiquette, and public

manners all turn into theatrical productions meant to uphold social
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approval. Ellen Olenska is positioned as a disruptive person whose
genuineness threatens the theatrical society that surrounds her
because she refuses to perform traditional femininity. Although these
perspectives highlight the significance of concealment, they

frequently examine performance apart from monitoring.

Concepts from sociology, cultural studies, and affect theory

have become more prevalent in recent multidisciplinary research.
Emotions are socially produced and controlled by cultural norms,
according to researchers. As a result, desire is influenced by social
standards that specify acceptable levels of closeness rather than being
solely personal. These studies acknowledge that social institutions do
more than only limit outward conduct; they also have an impact on
emotional experience itself. However, very few interpretations
explicitly look at how Wharton's work combines ongoing social

observation with concealed yearning.

In The Age of Innocence, a number of academics have also
examined silence as a communication tactic. Characters rely on
gestures, suggestion, and implicit understanding rather than overt

emotional expression. Silence serves as submission and resistance,
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enabling desire to exist under the surface while maintaining
respectability in the eyes of the public. The idea that concealment
becomes essential in highly controlled cultures is strengthened by

this reliance on indirect communication.

Despite these many strategies, there 1is still a significant

disparity. Current research usually looks at gender, performance,
desire, repression, and social conformity as distinct issues. Few
studies combine these ideas by examining the active production of
concealed desire through social monitoring systems. Besides, only a
small amount of study uses Foucauldian ideas of disciplinary
authority to explain why characters choose to repress their feelings in
spite of chances for personal autonomy. Therefore, a more thorough
examination of the connection between monitoring, self-regulation,

and covert violation is warranted.

In order to close this gap, the current study looks at how

Wharton portrays desire as a covert kind of violation that endures
behind external compliance. The study makes the case that Old
New York society operates as an unseen panoptic on where people

internalize monitoring and control their own conduct, drawing on
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Michel Foucault's theories of surveillance and disciplinary authority.
Instead of portraying desire as merely romantic longing, the study
shows that because societal monitoring turns emotional authenticity
into a possible danger to social order, want is concealed through
performance, quiet, and self-denial. This study provides a more
comprehensive understanding of the novel's portrayal of power,
identity, and forbidden love by tying psychological suppression to

social observation.

1.3 Desire and Emotional Repression in 7The Age of

Innocence

At the heart of 7he Age of Innocence lies a persistent conflict

between private desire and public debt. Edith Wharton creates a
society in which emotional expression is subordinated to social
expectations, transforming desire into an experience marked by
silence, restraint, and sacrifice. Rather than giving love as a liberating
force, the novel describes it as a source of psychological conflict that
threatens the stability of both the individual and the social order.

Through the experiences of Newland Archer, Ellen Olenska, and
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May Welland, Wharton demonstrates that genuine emotion cannot

flourish in a culture governed by tradition and collective judgment. (

Lewis, W. R.. 1975 p. 13).

Newland Archer represents the central paradox of the novel.

As an estimable member of New York's elite society, he enjoys
privilege, education, and social status. Still, beneath his outer
confidence, there lies a profound dissatisfaction with the rigid
customs that govern his world. From the opening chapters, Archer
challenges many of the rules that control social behavior, although
he rarely challenges them openly. His engagement to May Welland
represents the fulfillment of social expectations rather than the
realization of personal desire. Marriage, in this context, functions less

as an expression of love than as a proof of social identity.

The appearance of Ellen Olenska disrupts Archer's carefully

ordered presence. Unlike members of New York society, Ellen has
experiences gained outside the restrictive environment of the
American aristocracy. Her freedom, honesty, and emotional
openness directly distinguish her from the people around her.

Archer's attraction to Ellen, therefore, goes beyond romantic
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affection. She represents an alternative vision of life founded upon
sincerity rather than routine. His emotional attachment expresses a
longing for academic freedom and genuine self-expression as much

as romantic fulfillment. ( Lewis, W. R. 1975 p. 22).

Wharton carefully avoids describing this desire through

dramatic words of love. Instead, passionate intensity emerges
through suspense, interrupted conversations, prolonged silences, and
suggestive gestures. The deletion of direct confession reflects the
cultural environment in which the characters exist. Every encounter
between Archer and Ellen is overwhelmed by the understanding that
soclety 1s constantly monitoring their behavior. Consequently, desire
becomes increasingly internalized. The inability to express emotion
openly increases its psychological significance while simultaneously

making its realization unbelievable. ( Lewis, W. R. 1975 p. 22).

Silence acts as one of the novel's strongest narrative devices.

Characters frequently communicate through sense rather than
explicit language, suggesting that words themselves are constrained
by social convention. Archer repeatedly finds himself unable to

articulate his most intimate feelings, fearing that honest expression
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would destroy the social order upon which his identity depends.
Even moments of apparent intimacy remain incomplete because
they occur within an atmosphere of restraint. Wharton demonstrates
that emotional repression does not eliminate desire; rather, it
transforms desire into an invisible, still persistent force shaping every

aspect of the characters' lives. ( Lewis, W. R. 1975 p. 22).

Ellen Olenska responds difterently to this emotional

environment. Although she values honesty and personal freedom,
she gradually recognizes the incredible power of New York society.
Her decision to distance herself from Archer does not indicate the
absence of love but instead an ethical refusal to become the cause of
public scandal and personal destruction. Ellen understands that their
relationship cannot exist independently of the social structures
surrounding them. Her departure, therefore, represents both an act
of personal sacrifice and a mention of the overwhelming authority

wielded by collective anticipations.

May Welland occupies an equally important position within

this emotional triangle. Initially shown as innocent, respectful, and
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conventional, she slowly comes across as a far more sensitive
character than Archer assumes. Her understanding of social
expectations enables her to preserve her marriage without openly
facing her husband. Rather than saying jealousy or anger, May relies
upon patience, silence, and carefully timed disclosures. These subtle
strategies reveal that emotional moderation constitutes a form of
social intelligence. Wharton thereby confuses conventional
distinctions between innocence and manipulation, suggesting that
survival within a select society requires a refined knowledge of its

unwritten rules. ( Lewis, W. R. 1975 p. 28).

Throughout the novel, desire rarely produces action. Instead,

it generates reflection, uncertainty, and regret. Archer repeatedly
imagines alternative futures with Ellen, yet these possibilities remain
confined to memory and imagination. The contrast between
imagined freedom and lived reality reinforces the psychological
consequences of emotional repression. The greatest tragedy is not
that the lovers are physically separated but that they become
incapable of imagining themselves outside the social identities foisted

upon them.
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Wharton further stresses the tension between desire and duty

through recurring symbols of distance and enclosure. Elegant
drawing rooms, formal dinners, opera performances, and carefully
preserved homes create spaces that appear secure and civilized while
simultaneously restricting emotional freedom. FEven natural
topography, which briefly suggests the possibility of liberation,
ultimately fail to overcome the influence of social convention.
Physical circumstances, therefore, mirror the psychological

imprisonment experienced by the characters.

Another significant element of emotional repression concerns

memory. Archer's memories of Ellen become increasingly idealized
over time, changing lost love into a permanent emotional presence.
Memory functions as a substitute for knowledge, allowing desire to
survive despite its practical impossibility. However, this preservation
of desire also prevents emotional closure. Archer remains
psychologically attached to an unrealized future, illustrating the
enduring consequences of choices specified by social responsibility

rather than personal conviction. (Singley, C. J. 1995 p.22).
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The novel ultimately suggests that inspirational repression

comprises one of society's most effective mechanisms of control.
Individuals willingly suppress their own desires because they have
internalized the community's values. External discipline becomes
unnecessary once social expectations are incorporated into personal
conscience. Archer's final decision not to reunite with Ellen in Paris
illustrates this process with remarkable clarity. Although no social
authority prevents him from fulfilling her, decades of discipline have
transformed conformity into an internal habit stronger than desire

itself.

Through its report of emotional repression, 7he Age of

Innocence exposes the psychological costs of maintaining social
etiquette. Desire survives throughout the narrative, but it exists
primarily as absence, memory, and unrealized possibility. Wharton
thus challenges the premise that civilized society necessarily produces
human happiness. Instead, she reveals that preserving social order
often requires sacrificing authenticity, emotional fulfillment, and
personal freedom. In doing so, the novel presents one of the most

profound literary investigations of the conflict between the
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individual self and the demands of collective conformity. (Singley,

C.J. 1995 p.22).

1.4 Disguise and the Performance of Social Identity

In The Age of Innocence, camouflage is not merely a simple

act of concealing emotions or intentions; rather, it serves as a
fundamental instrument by which individuals construct and maintain
their social identities. Edith Wharton presents a society in which
authenticity is less important than appearance, and where survival
depends upon the ability to perform a socially acceptable role.
Within this framework, identity becomes fluid and performative,
shaped by statement, expectation, and collaborative judgment.

(Singley, C. J. 1995 p.35).

Newland Archer, as the novel’s central consciousness,

gradually becomes aware that his life is structured around
performance. His role as a moral lawyer, fiancé, husband, and later
family man requires him to consistently regulate his behavior in

accordance with social expectations. Even his intellectual curiosity
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and occasional discontentment with society are carefully contained
within acceptable limitations. Archer’s internal dispute arises not
only from his desire for Ellen Olenska but also from his growing
realization that his public identity is a constructed mask that cannot

easily be removed without social consequences.

Disguise in the novel operates most clearly through language

and stillness. Characters constantly avoid direct expression of their
true ideas, instead relying on coded speech, implication, and
omission. Exchanges are often sufticed with what is left unsaid rather
than what is explicitly spoken. This form of contact allows
individuals to preserve harmony while concealing emotional truth.
However, it also produces a fragmented sense of self in which inner

knowledge and outward manifestation are always misaligned.

(Singley, C. J. 1995 p.35).
Ellen Olenska’s presence intensified.

In The Age of Innocence, disguise is not merely a simple act of
concealing emotions or intentions; rather, it serves as a fundamental
mechanism by which individuals construct and keep their social

identities. Edith Wharton presents a society in which genuineness is
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less important than appearance, and where survival depends upon
the ability to perform a socially acceptable role. Within this
framework, individuality becomes fluid and performative, shaped by

observation, anticipation, and collective judgment. (Singley, C. J.

1995 p.36).

Newland Archer, as the paperback central consciousness,

slowly becomes aware that his life is structured around performance.
His role as a respectable lawyer, fiancé, husband, and later family
man requires him to consistently regulate his behavior in consonance
with social expectations. Even his academic curiosity and infrequent
dissatisfaction with society are carefully contained within admissible
boundaries. Archer’s internal conflict arises not only from his desire
for Ellen Olenska but also from his growing awareness that his public
identity is a assembled mask that cannot easily be removed without

social developments. (Singley, C. J. 1995 p.36).

Mask in the novel is used most clearly through language and
silence. Characters always avoid direct expression of their true
thoughts, instead relying on coded speech, implication, and

omission. Conversations are often filled with what is left unsaid
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rather than what is explicitly spoken. This form of communication
allows individuals to preserve harmony while concealing emotional
truth. However, it also produces a fragmented sense of self in which

inner experience and outward expression are permanently

misaligned. (Singley, C. J. 1995 p.36).

Ellen Olenska’s presence intensifies the theme of disguise, as

she challenges the norms of social performance. Having lived in
Europe and experienced a different cultural environment, she
initially appears less constrained by the rigid codes of New York
society. Her behavior is often interpreted as unconventional, even
transgressive, because she does not fully adhere to the expected
patterns of disguise. However, as the narrative progresses, Ellen
becomes increasingly aware that complete transparency is impossible
within this social context. Her eventual decision to withdraw from
Archer reflects her understanding that survival requires, at least in
part, participation in the system of disguise that governs her

surroundings.

May Welland, on the other hand, embodies disguise in its most

effective and socially sanctioned form. Her apparent innocence is
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itself a carefully constructed performance. While Archer initially
perceives her as naive and uncomplicated, May demonstrates a
sophisticated understanding of social dynamics. She rarely confronts
situations directly; instead, she influences outcomes through subtle
emotional management, timing, and silence. Her ability to maintain
the appearance of innocence while exercising social control
illustrates Wharton’s critique of how power operates beneath the

surface of polite society.

One of the most significant aspects of disguise in the novel is its

internalization. Over time, characters no longer consciously decide
to hide their emotions; instead, concealment becomes intuitive.
Social expectations are absorbed into personal identity, making the
difference between the authentic self and the performed self
increasingly difficult to discern. Archer, for instance, does not simply
act according to social rules—he begins to think through them. His
imagination itself becomes structured by what is socially acceptable,
limiting his ability to envision alternative forms of life. Wharton also
links disguise to the concept of visibility. In the world of the novel,

being seen correctly is more important. (Singley, C. J. 1995 p.36).
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In The Age of Innocence, disguise is not merely a superficial

act of concealing emotions or intentions; rather, it serves as a
tundamental mechanism by which individuals construct and preserve
their social identities. Edith Wharton presents a society in which
genuineness 1s less important than appearance, and where survival
depends upon the ability to perform a socially acceptable role.
Within this framework, identity evolves fluidly and performatively,

shaped by observation, expectation, and collective judgment,

(Singley, C. J. 1995 p.37).

Newland Archer, as the novel’s central consciousness,

gradually evolves aware that his life is structured around
performance. His role as a respectable lawyer, fiancé, husband, and
later family man requires him to consistently regulate his behavior in
consonance with social expectations. Even his scholarly curiosity and
occasional discontentment with society are carefully contained
within admissible boundaries. Archer’s internal conflict arises not
only from his desire for Ellen Olenska but also from his growing
realization that his public identity is a constructed mask that cannot

easily be removed without social effects. (Showalter, E. 1991 p.7).
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Disguise in the novel operates most clearly through language

and silence. Characters frequently avoid direct expression of their
true thoughts, instead relying on coded speech, implication, and
omission. Conversations are often filled with what is left unsaid
rather than what is explicitly spoken. This form of communication
allows individuals to preserve harmony while concealing emotional
truth. However, it also produces a fragmented sense of self in which
inner experience and outward expression are permanently

misaligned. (Showalter, E. 1991 p.8).

Ellen Olenska’s presence intensifies the theme of disguise, as

she challenges the norms of social performance. Having lived in
Europe and experienced a difterent cultural environment, she
initially appears less restrained by the rigid codes of New York
society. Her demeanor is often diagnosed as unconventional, even
transgressive, because she does not fully adhere to the expected
patterns of disguise. However, as the narrative progresses, Ellen
becomes increasingly aware that complete transparency is impossible
within this social context. Her eventual decision to withdraw from

Archer reflects her understanding that survival requires, at least in
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part, participation in the method of disguise that governs her

surroundings. (Showalter, E. 1991 p.8).

May Welland, on the other hand, embodies disguise in its most

effective and socially sanctioned form. Her apparent innocence 1is
itselt a carefully constructed performance. While Archer initially
smells her as naive and uncomplicated, May demonstrates a
sophisticated knowledge of social dynamics. She rarely confronts
situations directly; instead, she influences outcomes through subtle
emotional management, timing, and silence. Her ability to maintain
the appearance of innocence while exercising social control
llustrates Wharton’s critique of how power works beneath the

surface of polite society. (Showalter, E. 1991 p.8).

One of the most important aspects of disguise in the novel is its

internalization. Over time, characters no longer consciously decide
to hide their emotions; instead, hiding becomes automatic. Social
expectations are absorbed into personal identity, making the
distinction between the authentic self and the performed self
increasingly difficult to discern. Archer, for instance, does not simply

act according to social rules—he begins to think through them. His
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imagination itself becomes structured by what is socially satisfactory,

limiting his ability to envision alternative forms of life. (Showalter,

E. 1991 p.12).

Wharton also links camoutflage to the concept of visibility. In

the world of the novel, being seen correctly is more important than
being apprehended truthfully. Reputation functions as a form of
social currency, and any deviation from expected behavior risks
public misunderstanding. As a result, individuals become highly
conscious of how they appear to others at all times. This constant
awareness produces a condition in which life itself becomes
performative, and even private moments are shaped by the

possibility of external observation.

The opera house scenes in the novel provide a powerful

illustration of this dynamic. Characters follow one another as much
as they observe the performance on stage. The audience itself
becomes part of a larger spectacle, supporting the idea that social life
1s fundamentally theatrical. In such an environment, disguise is not

an exception but a necessity. Every individual participates in a shared
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arrangement in which the distinction between actor and observer is

continuously blurred. (Showalter, E. 1991 p.14).

1.5 Hidden Transgression and Moral Boundaries

In The Age of Innocence, violation does not take the form of

open rebellion or explicit violation of social rules. Instead, Edith
Wharton constructs a world in which deviation from moral
expectations is largely invisible, existing underneath the surface of
polite behavior. The most significant transgressions in the novel are
therefore not those that are publicly recognized, but those that stay
hidden, unspoken, and carefully managed within the boundaries of

social decorum. (Tuttleton, J. W. 1990 p. 19)

Newland Archer’s emotional relationship with Ellen Olenska

represents the central axis of the narrative's hidden crime. Although
their bond never fully sets into a socially or physically consummated
affair, it, however, constitutes a violation of the moral and social
codes that govern their environment. The transgression lies not in

motion, but in intention, imagination, and emotional attachment.
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Wharton thus extends the concept of moral violation beyond

behavior, suggesting that even thought and desire can be socially and

ethically handled. (Tuttleton, J. W. 1990 p. 19)

The most striking element of this hidden transgression is its

invisibility. At no point does Archer openly disclaim his attention to
May Welland or attempt to publicly break from his social
responsibilities. Instead, his internal world evolves as the primary site
of conflict. His imagination constructs alternative realities in which
he and Ellen might live freely, yet these scenarios remain entirely
private. This separation between inner transgression and external
conformity allows Archer to maintain his social position while
simultaneously violating its passionate anticipations. (Tuttleton, ]J.

W. 1990 p. 19)

Ellen Olenska’s situation further complicates the notion of

crime. Having already faced public scandal over her separation from
her husband, she is initially perceived by New York society as a
tigure of moral deviance. However, Wharton questions this
simplistic categorization by portraying Ellen not as a purely

rebellious figure, but as someone deeply aware of the consequences
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of social judgment. Her refusal to pursue a relationship with Archer
1s itself a form of moral restraint, indicating that transgression is not
merely about breaking rules but also about recognizing their power

and choosing to limit one’s actions accordingly. (Tuttleton, J. W,

1990 p. 35)

May Welland, often associated with innocence, plays a crucial

role in determining the novel's moral limitations. Her behavior
consistently reinforces the expectations of social propriety.
However, Wharton subtly reveals that May’s understanding of social
norms is more strategic than naive. She intuitively recognizes the
significance of preserving impressions and maintaining stability, even
at the cost of emotional honesty. In this sense, she functions as an
enforcer of moral boundaries, not through explicit authority but by

preserving social equilibrium.

The hidden offense in the novel is closely linked to secrecy.

Characters rarely disclose their true emotional states, and when they
do, it is usually indirectly or partially. This culture of secretiveness
creates a moral environment in which truth is fragmented and

distributed unevenly across social interactions. What is known
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publicly differs significantly from what is discussed privately, and this
gap becomes the space in which violation exists. (Tuttleton, J. W,

1990 p. 35)

Wharton further means that transgression is sustained by the

very society that seeks to repress it. The strictness of moral codes
paradoxically causes the conditions under which hidden violations
occur. Because open expression of desire is forbidden, desire itself is
displaced into imagination, silence, and symbolic action. This
dynamic ensures that transgression is never fully destroyed but

instead continuously relocated into undersized visible forms.

The novel also highlights the psychological outcomes of living

within a system that restricts open transgression. Characters
experience persistent emotional tension, stemming from the need to
reconcile private feelings with public behavior. Archer, in certain,
embodies this tension as he moves between moments of self-
awareness and self-deception. His inability to fully act on his desires
delivers a state of paused reality, where life i1s shared more as

anticipation than fulfillment. (Tuttleton, J. W. 1990 p. 36)
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One of the most important implications of the novel's

undercover transgression is that morality becomes a matter of
perception rather than of action. What matters is not necessarily
what people do, but how their actions are interpreted by society. As
long as impressions are maintained, the underlying emotional reality
remains secondary. This focus on perception reinforces the
importance of camouflage and surveillance, linking all three pieces

into a unified social structure. (Tuttleton, J. W. 1990 p. 41)

Ultimately, Wharton offers hidden offense as an inevitable

outcome of a society built on rigid moral expectations. Rather than
eliminating deviance, such a system causes it to take on hidden forms
that operate beneath the surface of public life. The result 1s a world
in which moral boundaries are both strictly enforced and quietly
damaged, revealing the intrinsic instability of a social order that

depends on continued caching.

1.6 Social Surveillance and the Power of Society

In The Age of Innocence, social surveillance functions as one

of the most pervasive and effective mechanisms of control. Edith
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Wharton presents a society in which individuals are constantly aware
of being observed, not by formal institutions of authority, but by the
collective gaze of their peers. This decentralized form of surveillance
ensures that social norms are maintained through internalized
discipline rather than external coercion. As a result, behavior is
regulated not only by explicit rules but also by the anticipation of

judgment. (Wharton, E. 1920 p.71).

Unlike systems of surveillance that depend on a single

controlling authority, the world of the novel operates through a
network of social observation. Every member of the community
participates in monitoring others while simultaneously being subject
to comment. This reciprocal system creates a self-sustaining system
in which conformity is continuously supported. Individuals learn to
regulate their own actions because they understand that deviation

will be quickly noticed, interpreted, and discussed within the social

sphere. (Wharton, E. 1920 p.71).

Newland Archer’s adventures illustrate the psychological
impact of this constant visibility. Even in points of private reflection,

he remains conscious of how his actions might be sensed by others.
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His concentration on May Welland, his interactions with Ellen
Olenska, and his eventual decisions are all shaped by an awareness of
social interpretation. Over time, this awareness becomes
internalized, transforming external surveillance into self-surveillance.
Archer no longer needs to be observed directly to feel constrained;

he becomes his own observer. (Wharton, E. 1920 p.76).

Wharton highlights that surveillance in this society is primarily

used through informal channels such as conversation, gossip, and
social rituals. The exchange of information within elite circles
suggests that personal behavior is never truly private. Even minor
deviations from expected conduct can become topics of
conversation, gradually shaping collective opinion. Gossip thus
functions as a powerful instrument of social regulation, capable of

supporting moral boundaries without the need for formal discipline.

(Wharton, E. 1920 p.81).

Public spaces such as the opera house, dinner parties, and social
gatherings play a crucial role in maintaining this system of
management. These settings are designed for visibility, in which

individuals can observe one another while simultaneously presenting
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themselves for compliance. The opera house, in particular,
symbolizes the fusion of spectacle and observation, where the
distinction between audience and performer dissolves. In such
circumstances, social life itself becomes theatrical, and every

participant assumes both the role of observer and the observed.

The company of Ellen Olenska disrupts this system by

submitting a figure who is initially sensed as outside its normative
boundaries. Her status as a woman divorced from her husband sets
her as an object of scrutiny and beliet. However, rather than openly
challenging the surveillance system, Ellen gradually adapts to it,
learning to navigate its expectations while preserving her personal
dignity. Her eventual withdrawal from Archer can be interpreted as
an acknowledgment of the overwhelming power of social statement,
which generates personal relationships vulnerable to public

interpretation. (Wharton, E. 1920 p.81).

May Welland, in contrast, demonstrates a sophisticated
understanding of surveillance as a tool of social stability. She
consistently manages her appearances in a way that preserves her

reputation and maintains the cohesion of her marriage. Her ability to
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anticipate how others will interpret her behavior allows her to
maintain control over social narratives surrounding her life. In this
sense, May does not merely exist within the system of surveillance;

she actively participates in sustaining it. (Wharton, E. 1920 p.82).

Wharton’s description of surveillance also reveals its subtle

psychological consequences. Constant awareness of observation leads
to the fragmentation of identity, as individuals learn to show socially
acceptable versions of themselves while covering their private
emotions. Over time, the distinction between public and personal
selves becomes increasingly blurred. Individuals begin to internalize
societal expectations to such an extent that self-expression is always

mediated by supposed observers.

The power of surveillance in the novel lies in its invisibility.

There is no central administration implementing obedience, and yet
social conformity stays extremely eftective. This is because
surveillance is embedded in the fabric of everyday life. It operates
through habits, customs, and unspoken expectations that shape

behavior without requiring explicit enforcement. In this way, power
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becomes diffuse but deeply ingrained, shaping not only actions but

also thoughts and desires. (Wharton, E. 1920 p.92).

Ultimately, Wharton presents social surveillance as the basis

upon which the entire social structure rests. It ensures the strength of
moral codes, reinforces the necessity of disguise, and changes desire
into a controlled and often suppressed experience. By making
individuals both observers and subjects of observation, society
maintains a strategy in which freedom is determined not by force but
by the internalization of collective decision. (Wharton, E. 1920

p.92).
Conclusion

Edith Wharton’s The Age of Innocence presents a finely made

critique of a society controlled by appearance, expectation, and silent
rule. Through the interconnected themes of desire, disguise, hidden
transgression, and social surveillance, the novel reveals how
individual identity is shaped and restrained by collective means.

Rather than depicting society as a passive backdrop, Wharton
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constructs it as an active force that continuously monitors, judges,

and disciplines its members.

The analysis shows that desire in the novel is not

communicated openly but exists mainly as an internal and often
unhappy force. Newland Archer’s emotional attachment to Ellen
Olenska illustrates how emotional longing is systematically restrained
by social obligation. This repression does not eliminate desire but
converts it into memory, imagination, and regret. In this way,
Wharton exposes the psychological cost of maintaining social
conformity, where emotional fulfillment is consistently sacrificed for

stability and reputation.

Disguise appears as a necessary strategy for survival within this

environment. Characters construct and maintain socially acceptable
identities, often at the expense of dynamic realism. May Welland’s
carefully managed innocence, Ellen Olenska’s strategic withdrawal,
and Newland Archer’s internal conflict all show the performative
nature of identity in elite society. The novel suggests that
authenticity is not only discouraged but generated as nearly

unthinkable under constant social scrutiny.

~ 60~



E =R Zf}wjl\ Syt (éL‘J\ é).\l\ gs“‘u‘ s
(bdt e dadalt 1039 ISV GUT J) dslud) BLoY 0

Hidden crime further complicates the moral structure of the

society depicted in the novel. Preferably, than overt acts of rebellion,
transgression exists in hidden emotions, unspoken desires, and
supposed alternatives to social conformity. This form of deviation
highlights the tension between internal experience and external
behavior, suggesting that moral regulations are held not by

eliminating desire but by rendering it invisible.

Social surveillance ultimately serves as the underlying

instrument that binds these themes together. Through gossip, ritual,
and constant awareness of observation, individuals internalize the
anticipations of their community. This internalization transforms
surveillance into self-regulation, ensuring conformity is maintained
without direct enforcement. As a result, stretch is not explicitly
taken away but gradually eroded through psychological

conditioning.

Taken together, these elements illustrate Wharton’s broader
analysis of social order. The Age of Innocence suggests that societies
built on rigid codes of behavior inevitably produce forms of

emotional repression and hidden opposition. The novel’s lasting
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importance lies in its ability to reveal how deeply social techniques
shape personal identity and emotional life. Ultimately, Wharton
portrays a world in which the greatest conflict is not between

individuals, but between the self'and the society it occupies.
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Abstract

This study examines Predication in the Diwan of Miskin al-Darimi:
A Syntactic-Semantic Study, aiming to identity the major patterns of

predication in his poetry and explore the relationship between

syntactic structure and contextual meaning. The study adopts a
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descriptive-analytical approach by extracting poetic examples,
classitying them into nominal and verbal predication, and analyzing
their predicates, subjects, and semantic functions. The findings
reveal considerable diversity in nominal and verbal structures,
including inversion, negation, emphasis, and grammatical operators.
The study also demonstrates that predication is closely connected
with poetic purposes, particularly pride, wisdom, and love poetry,
confirming its significant role in constructing meaning and

highlighting the stylistic characteristics of Miskin al-Darimi’s poetry.

Keywords: Predication, Miskin al-Darimi, Syntax, Semantics,

Predicate, Subject.
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"Pragmatic Strategies in Academic Thesis Abstracts: A

Corpus-Based Investigation"
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Abstract
A thesis abstract is an essential and vital macro-structure that can
encapsulate the essence of complex research findings, methodology
and theoretical frameworks in succinct, persuasive, communicative
events. Although there is a lot of research on the analysis of genre of
abstract and the rhetorical moves in abstracts, few studies have been
conducted on abstract from a multidimensional pragmatic
perspective. In this study pragmatic composition focuses on four
thesis abstracts from difterent areas of research (diaspora cinema
studies, sociolinguistic advertising, critical pragmatic hate speech,
and media discourse analysis). This paper adopts an integrative
analysis framework which is the result of combbing the theories of
Austin (1962) and Searle (1969) Speech Act Theory, Grice (1975)
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Cooperative Principle and Conversational Implicature, Levinson
(1983) Deictic Expressions, and in the end, Politeness Theory
developed by Brown and Levinson (1987) in order to analyze how
academic writers construct authority, negotiate claims and set up the
rhetorical expectation using pragmatic devices. The qualitative
analysis backed by frequency observation of the descriptive category
indicates that the speech acts used in academic abstracts are mostly
Assertive/R epresentative; in establishing the structure, Discourse
Deixis and Person Deixis are mostly used to create a cohesive
discourse and the identity of the scholars, and the Maxim of
Quantity is mostly flouted to produce specialized academic
implicatures. Moreover, the use of strategic Negative Politeness
(hedging and depersonalization) is done in a way that at the same
time displays scholarly modesty towards knowledge-claims and
installs knowledge-claims in an assertive manner. The results yield
the evidence that an abstract is more than an overview, but a highly
developed, pragmatic device, which is used to communicate

between the researcher and the academic community.
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Keywords: Pragmatic Analysis, Thesis Abstract, Speech Acts,
Deixis, Conversational Implicature, Politeness Theory, Academic
Discourse.
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1. Introduction

1.1 Background of the Study

The academic abstract 1s a particular type of text which plays a
crucial role in academia. An abstract is the gateway to the master's
thesis and/or doctor's dissertation and must therefore be able to
summarize the research question and/or problem, theoretical
framework, method, findings and overall conclusions in an

extremely limited number of words. The main approaches which
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have been adopted in the study of languages for academic purposes
in the context of abstracts are move analysis (Swales, 1990; Hyland,
2000) or analysis of register, and lexical choices in particular
academic genres. But these sorts of structural analysis usually evaluate
the abstract as a snapshot, "inforational', summary, without taking
into account the negotiations and relationships that take place
between the researcher and the target academic discourse
community, as well as the influence on communication of the

broader context.
As a factor of language study, pragmatics 1s a discipline that deals
with language use in the context and the mechanism of how the
meaning is created, understood and negotiated in the text so it has a
strong theoretical base in deconstructing the functional mechanism
of academic text. One essential activity of writing an abstract is
communicative and illocutionary act because the author of the
abstract doesn't just state, but he or she asserts his or her findings,
justifies his or her methodologies, claims the original contribution to
knowledge, and persuades his or her peers of the validity of his or

her conclusions. Therefore, an analysis of abstracts based on
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pragmatics can reveal the communicative intention, deictic
orientation, cooperativeness and politeness of the writers in order to
give the abstraction authority, academic authenticity and legitimacy.
1.2 Statement of the Problem

Although much work has been done about pragmatic phenomena in
the field of literary, media and political discourse analysis, the
pragmatic architecture of academic abstracts (at postgraduate thesis
level) has been relatively under-researched. The attention to
conciseness and communicative completeness of writing or the
balance of assertive statement with academic modesty (hedging) by
student-researchers are often not mentioned in the existing
literature. Besides this, there is a fascinating reflexivity found in the
use of pragmatic strategies to summarise a research on pragmatic
strategies when abstract is concerned with pragmatic and/or
sociolinguistic topics. To fill this gap in analysis, a well-targeted
research dealing with the pragmatic use of academic thesis abstracts is
needed.

1.3 Objectives of the Study

This study aims to achieve the following specific research objectives:
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Identify, categorize and analyse the dominant speech acts .1
(Searle, 1969) used in abstracts of academic papers and find
their illocutionary force.
Review the use and location of deictic expressions .2
(Levinson, 1983) in the text to see how they contribute to
spatial, temporal, textual and personal deixis in the abstracts.
Discuss role of the Cooperative Principle and 3
Conversational Implicatures (Grice, 1975), in the relatively
short written text of an abstract.
Discuss the use of Politeness Strategies (Brown & Levinson, .4
1987) in the preservation of face and negotiation of the claims
of knowledge with academia.
Compare the pragmatic mechanisms used in four different .5
kinds of academic thesis abstracts in order to find and/or to
develop generalized pragmatic patterns of a particular genre.
1.4 Research Questions
In the attempt to reach the goals mentioned above this research

attempts to answer the following questions:
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What kinds of illocutionary speech acts are essential in the .1
structure of moves of academic thesis abstract?
What are the strategies of the authors to place their research in .2
the academia by using person, spatial, temporal, and discourse
deixis?
How do the authors observe or flout Grice's maxims to make .3
academic implicatures in circumscribed text areas?
What politeness strategies (positive, negative, or bald on .4
record) are used to minimize the impact of Face Threatening
Acts (FTAs), in particular when making claims about own,
new research?
2. Literature Review
2.1 Pragmatic Theories and Theoretical Framework
2.1.1 Speech Act Theory
Speech Act Theory developed, first by Austin (1962) and later by
Searle (1969), 1s a theory that looks on utterances as actions, rather
than a passive description of reality, which 1s undertaken by speakers.

Searle classified there are five major illocutionary acts:
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Assertives (or Representatives): Commitments to the truth .
of a proposition (e.g., stating, asserting, concluding,
suggesting).
Directives: Attempts by the speaker to get the hearer to do
something (e.g., requesting, ordering, recommending).
Commissives: Commitments to a future course of action .
(e.g., promising, planning, intending).
Expressives: Expressions of a psychological state regarding a
state of affairs (e.g., thanking, apologizing, welcoming).
Declarations: Utterances that alter the external status or
condition of an object/situation immediately upon
performance (e.g., declaring war, naming).
In the context of academic abstracts, speech acts serve as the building
blocks of rhetorical moves. Researchers rely heavily on Assertives
to outline findings and Directives/Commissives to offer
recommendations or outline future research directions.
2.1.2 Deixis and Pragmatic Positioning
Deixis, derived from the Greek word for "pointing," refers to

linguistic elements that depend directly on the extra-linguistic
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context of the utterance for their interpretation (Levinson, 1983).
The primary categories of deixis include:
Person Deixis: Encodes the role of participants in the speech .
event (e.g., first-person [, we, our, third-person the
researcher, the study).
Spatial (Place) Deixis: Encodes spatial locations relative to
the speech event (e.g., here, above, in this thesis).
Temporal (Time) Deixis: Encodes time intervals relative to
the utterance moment (e.g., now, current, previous, recent).
Discourse (Text) Deixis: References specific parts of the .
unfolding discourse itselt (e.g., the first hypothesis, the
following section, as shown in the analysis).
Social Deixis: Encodes social relationships and status markers
between interlocutors or entities.
In academic abstract writing, discourse and person deixis are crucial
for organizing textual coherence and projecting the authorial
identity.

2.1.3 Grice's Cooperative Principle and Implicature
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Grice (1975) proposed that eftective communication relies on a
shared Cooperative Principle, supported by four conversational
maximes:
Maxim of Quantity: Make your contribution as informative .1
as required, but not more informative than necessary.
Maxim of Quality: Do not say what you believe to be false .2
or that for which you lack adequate evidence.
Maxim of Relation: Be relevant. .3
Maxim of Manner: Be perspicuous (avoid obscurity, avoid .4
ambiguity, be brief, be orderly).
If one does not perform a maxim even though one has no intention
of deceiving, one flouts the maxim and produces a conversational
implicature—an additional meaning at the pragmatic level which the
listener must adduce for himself/herself from the context and their
background knowledge.
2.1.4 Politeness Theory and Face
Based on the notion of Face, the public self-image which every
person desires to assert for themselves, Brown and Levinson (1987)

built a model. Face is broken down in to:
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Positive Face: Need to be liked, accepted, appreciated, and .
validated by others.
Negative Face: the need to be autonomous, have freedom of .
action and freedom from imposition.
Academic texts are potential Face Threatening Acts (FT As) as part of
academic writing. When an author brings to attention new findings,
his or her negative face may come under pressure (how much they
are costing the reader in terms of time and mental energy) and the
positive face pressure of the stabilising other (former or scripted by
scholars) by showing the gaps or failures in their work. Scientists
work to avoid such FTAs through strategies like the use of Negative
Politeness (such as hedging, passivization and the use of impersonal
constructions), and Positive Politeness (such as mention of the shared
pursuit of academic achievement).
3. Methodology
3.1 Research Design
A mixed-methods design is employed which wuses qualitative
pragmatic analysis of the text and descriptive quantitative

frequencies. The qualitative dimension refers to a text based criticism
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of the selected abstracts with the help of the instruments of speech
act, deictic, Gricean and politeness analysis on a much more fine-
grained level. The quantitative dimension deals with the size of the
elements in the dataset by measuring, in this case, the frequency
counts and proportions of specific pragmatic markers in the dataset
to support the textual observations.
3.2 Data Corpus
This study uses four complete thesis abstracts in English of an
academic thesis as a corpus. There are different research topics in the
humanities and social sciences, each of which is represented by one
dataset:
3.3 Analytical Procedures
Four abstracts were analyzed in a pragmatic analysis in five stages
each:
Structural Move Identification: Marking the article with .1
standard  rhetorical moves  (Introduction/Background,
Gap/Objective, Methodology, Results,

Conclusion/R ecommendations).
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Speech Act Profiling: Prior to processing the data, a speech .2
act analysis was conducted and each sentence/utterance was
coded under Searle's taxonomy namely, Assertive, Directive,
Commissive, Expressive and Declaration.
Deictic Tracking: Identifying the uses of person, temporal, .3
spatial, discourse and social deixis.
Gricean Maxim Evaluation: Identifying when maxims are .4
observed, hedged, or flouted to produce pragmatic
implicatures.
Politeness Strategy Categorization: Study of the face- .5
management techniques, hedging devices and
impersonalization strategies.
4. Pragmatic Analysis of the Corpus
4.1 Pragmatic Analysis of Data 1 (Diaspora Cinema
Abstract)and
The following are the restructured, updated and expanded Chapter
5 (Discussion) and Chapter 6 (Conclusion) specifically done to fit
with the sentence-by-sentence analysis format of Chapter 4. This

chapter presents the sentence-by-sentence pragmatic breakdown of
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the four academic thesis abstracts. Each extracted sentence 1is
individually quoted and subjected to pragmatic analysis based on
Searle's (1969) Speech Act Theory, Levinson's (1983) Deixis, Grice's
(1975) Cooperative Principle and Implicatures, and Brown &

Levinson's (1987) Politeness Framework.

4.1 Pragmatic Analysis of Data 1 (Diaspora Cinema Abstract)

Extract 1.1

"Diaspora is a social phenomenon built on various factors, including
1dentity, history, memory, and dreams, all of which contribute to

constructing the speech of diasporic characters.”

Speech Act: Assertive/Representative — The author .
establishes a factual premise and defines the core phenomenon
(diaspora) to build contextual background.
Deixis: Spatial/Conceptual Deixis ('diaspora’, ’'social
phenomenon’; Generic Person Deixis ('diasporic

characters".
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Gricean Maxims: Observes Quality and Manner — .
Provides a clear, unambiguous opening statement.
Politeness: Positive Politeness — Establishes a shared .

intellectual baseline with the target academic reader.

Extract 1.2

"The current study seeks to examine how the diasporic characters
interact with each other or with the native people in the host
country by using linguistic strategies in the selected movies, which
are two American (The Good Lie 2014 and The Farewell) and two

British (Brooklyn2015 and Rocks 2019)."

Speech Act: Commissive / Assertive — Commits the study .
to a specific analytical scope and asserts the corpus selection.
Deixis: Person Deixis ( "7he current study"— depersonalized

third person); Temporal Deixis (‘current’, release years

2014, '2015", '2019%; Spatial Deixis ('host country’,
"American’, "British.

Gricean Maxims: Observes Quantity — Gives precise

details regarding movie titles, years, and origin countries.
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Politeness: Negative Politeness — Depersonalizes the .

researcher to project scholarly objectivity.

Extract 1.3

'Several studies have been conducted on diaspora from different

linguistic perspectives."

Speech Act: Assertive — Asserts the existence of prior .
scholarship.
Deixis: Temporal Deixis ('have been conducted” — past

tense referencing prior literature).

Gricean Maxims: Observes Relation — Directly relevant .
to establishing the research background.

Politeness: Positive Politeness — Validates existing

literature before introducing the gap.

Extract 1.4

"However, no study has been conducted on diaspora from a

pragmatic perspective. "
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Speech Act: Assertive (Gap Statement) — Explicitly claims .
a lack of prior pragmatic research.

Deixis: Discourse Deixis ("However'— signals a contrastive
relation to Extract 1.3).

Gricean Maxims: Observes Quality — Asserts an empirical .
claim regarding literature state.

Politeness: Negative Politeness /| FTA Mitigation — .
Identifies a research gap; mitigated by framing it as an

opportunity rather than a critique of previous authors.

Extract 1.5

"Consequently, the current study attempts to bridge this gap."

Speech Act: Commissive — Formally commits the present .
work to filling the identified gap.

Deixis: Discourse Deixis ('Consequently’, 'this gap'); e
Person Deixis ( 'the current study’.

Gricean Maxims: Observes Relation and Manner — .

Directly connects the gap to the study's primary purpose.
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Politeness: Positive Politeness — Aligns the study's .

contribution with community scholarly goals.

Extract 1.6

"The present study aims to determine the politeness strategies and
which is the most frequently used, specify the type of deixis and
conversational implicature used by diasporic characters in their
interactions in the selected movies to reflect the diaspora and the

feelings of separation. "

Speech Act: Directive /| Commissive Hybrid — Outlines .
explicit objectives while guiding the reader's attention to the
targeted linguistic phenomena.

Deixis: Person Deixis ("7The present study’); Temporal .
Deixis ( ‘present’).

Gricean Maxims: Observes Manner — Sequences multiple .
objectives into a clear, logical structure.

Politeness: Negative Politeness — Uses non-imposing,

tormal objective verbs ( 'determine’, "specity’).
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Extract 1.7

"The study adopts an eclectic model for the analysis consisting of
Conversational Implicature by Grice (1975), Deixis by Levinson

(1983), and Politeness by Brown and Levinson (1987)."

Speech Act: Assertive — Details the theoretical framework
adopted.

Deixis: Person Deixis ("7he study’); Social/Academic .
Deixis (Citations: "Grice (1975)", "Levinson (1983)", "Brown
and Levinson (1987)".

Gricean Maxims: Observes Quality — Establishes .
credibility by grounding the methodology in authoritative
literature.

Politeness: Positive Politeness — Appeals to shared .

academic authority and established frameworks.

Extract 1.8

"The study conducts a qualitative analysis supported by manual

statistics to calculate frequencies.”
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Speech Act: Assertive — States the analytical methodology
and procedural design.

Deixis: Person Deixis ("7he study’.

Gricean Maxims: Observes Quantity and Manner — .

Concisely explains the mixed qualitative-quantitative nature of

the work.
Politeness: Negative Politeness — Emphasizes .

methodological rigor ('manual statistics’)y to build trust

neutrally.

Extract 1.9

"The results of the analysis show that the diasporic characters in their

!

interactions use all of the politeness strategies but to varying degrees.'

Speech Act: Assertive — Reports the general empirical .
finding.
Deixis: Discourse Deixis ( "The results of the analysis").

Gricean Maxims: Observes Quality — Reports empirical .

findings truthfully.
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Politeness: Negative Politeness (Hedging) — Uses o0 .
varying degrees” to avoid making overly sweeping, rigid

generalizations.

Extract 1.10

"The strategy of bald on record appeared as the most widely used
one since diasporic characters tend to converse more with their
friends or the members of their families in the host country, which
makes them speak directly; they use generalised and particularised
conversational 1mplicature to reflect their homesickness, and
belonging to their homeland and use all the selected types of deixis
to reflect the identities and viewpoints of participants, to show their
relationships with the members of their families or to clarify a social
role or position, as well as to point to their homeland and host

country.”

Speech Act: Assertive /| Declarative — Formally asserts the .

major detailed findings of the study.
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Deixis: Spatial Deixis (host country’, "homeland"; Social .
Deixis ('friends’, "'members of their families', "social role or
position’y.

Gricean Maxims: Flouts Manner (Brevity) — Over-packs .
multiple finding layers into a single complex sentence to
achieve pragmatic density within abstract length limits.

Politeness: Positive Politeness — Provides thorough, .
satisfying explanations for the findings to fulfill reader

expectations.

4.2 Pragmatic Analysis of Data 2 (Perfume Advertisements

Abstract)

Extract 2.1

"Advertisements as a part of the technological revolution requires

highly developed means to achieve their functional purposes. "

Speech Act: Assertive — Establishes a broad situational .

context for advertising.
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Deixis: Generic Social Deixis ('technological revolution’, .«
"functional purposes’).
Gricean Maxims: Observes Relation — Introduces the .

macro-context of the study.
Politeness: Positive Politeness — Engages the reader witha .

widely accepted general proposition.

Extract 2.2

"An advertisement is not a mere piece of information, it 1s accurately
made to transter convincible message to the targeted audience about

a product or even a service. "

Speech Act: Assertive — Defines the communicative .
function of advertising as persuasive rather than strictly
informative.

Deixis: Person Deixis ( targeted audience’y.

Gricean Maxims: Observes Manner — Uses contrast ('not
a mere piece... 1t is accurately made') to clarify meaning.

Politeness: Negative Politeness — Avoids emotional .

language, focusing on communicative mechanics.
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Extract 2.3

"One of the most used means to produce a successtul advertisement

1s to use persuasion as a meaningtul technique.”

Speech Act: Assertive — Narrows the focal point to
persuasion techniques.

Deixis: Discourse Deixis (Links the premise of 2.2 to the .
focus of 2.4).

Gricean Maxims: Observes Quantity — Delivers precise
conceptual focus without fluft.

Politeness: Positive Politeness — Connects common .

industry knowledge to the academic argument.

Extract 2.4

"Thus, the current study tackles the use of persuasive techniques in

the commercial advertisements of marketing women and men'’s

!

perfume.’

Speech Act: Commissive /| Assertive — States the specific .

scope and subject matter of the research.
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Deixis: Discourse Deixis ("7hus’); Person Deixis ('the .
current study’); Temporal Deixis ( ‘current’.

Gricean Maxims: Observes Relation — Direct logical .
result of statements 2.1-2.3.

Politeness: Negative Politeness — Standard impersonal .

academic self-reference.

Extract 2.5

"Accordingly, the current study concentrates on four objectives:
First, exploring the sociolinguistic aspects... Second, exploring the
pragmatic  cases... Third, identifying the differences 1n...
sociolinguistic aspects... and Fourth, identifying the differences in..,

n

Pragmatic cases...

Speech Act: Directive /| Commissive — Enumerates .
objectives and explicitly directs the reader through the paper's
analytical roadmap.
Deixis: Discourse Deixis ("Accordingly’, "First’, 'Second’,
"Third", '"Fourth” — explicit structural pointers); Person

Deixis ( 'the current study’.
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Gricean Maxims: Observes Manner (Orderliness) — .
Highly structured ordinal list.
Politeness: Positive Politeness — Facilitates easy reading

and cognitive processing for the peer evaluator.

Extract 2.6

"To obtain the above mentioned objectives, two sociolinguistic
observations of the gendered language namely Robin Lakoft (1973)
and Suzann Romaine’s observations (2000) and three aspects of three

i

pragmatic theories... are adopted in the current study.'

Speech Act: Assertive — Details the theoretical and .
analytical frameworks utilized.

Deixis: Textual/Spatial Deixis (‘above mentioned’; .
Academic Social Deixis (Citations: "Robin Lakoff (1973)",
"‘Suzann Romaine (2000)", etc.).

Gricean Maxims: Observes Quality — Demonstrates
strong theoretical backing.

Politeness: Negative Politeness — Uses passive voice (‘are

adopted’ to highlight the framework over the author.
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Extract 2.7

'In addition, the selected data for the analysis are sixteen
international commercial advertisements of women and men’s

perfume.”

Speech Act: Assertive — States the precise empirical corpus
size and nature.

Deixis: Discourse Deixis ("/n addition'); Person Deixis .
('selected data’).

Gricean Maxims: Observes Quantity — Gives exact

numeric boundaries ('sixteen international commercial
advertisements".
Politeness: Negative Politeness — Factual presentation .

devoid of subjective claims.

Extract 2.8

"However, the analysis of the current study leads generally to the

conclusion that women’s language in the commercial advertisements
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of women’s perfume... definitely differ from men’s language in the

commercial advertisements of men’s perfume. "

Speech Act: Declarative /| Assertive — Asserts the core
conclusion reached by the study.

Deixis: Discourse Deixis ("However'); Person Deixis ( the
current study’).

Gricean Maxims: Observes Quality — Summarizes .
primary research outcome.

Politeness: Negative Politeness (Hedging) — Employs

"leads generally to" as an epistemic shield against over-

generalization counterclaims.

4.3 Pragmatic Analysis of Data 3 (Hate Speech Abstract)

Extract 3.1

"People are supposed to coexist with each other in harmony, respect,

i

and love. '

Speech Act: Expressive | Prescriptive Assertive — .

Expresses an ideal societal norm regarding human interaction.
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Deixis: Generic Person Deixis ("People’).
Gricean Maxims: Flouts Relation (Slightly) — Opens .
with a moral premise rather than a direct linguistic statement to

create rhetorical contrast with "hate speech."
Politeness: Positive Politeness — Appeals to universal .

human values to establish goodwill with the audience.

Extract 3.2

"Language is their means of communication."

Speech Act: Assertive — Identifies language as the .
operational tool for human social interaction.

Deixis: Person Deixis ( 'their'referencing "People”in 3.1). .

Gricean Maxims: Observes Manner — Simple, direct .
definition.

Politeness: Positive Politeness — Builds logical consensus.

Extract 3.3

"It can be used positively as well as negatively for intended purposes.”
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Speech Act: Assertive — Highlights the dual, functional .
nature of language.

Deixis: Discourse Deixis ("/¢t"pointing to "Language’). .

Gricean Maxims: Observes Quantity — Balances positive
and negative linguistic utility neutrally.

Politeness: Negative Politeness —  Objective .

characterization without emotional bias.

Extract 3.4

"Language may express and convey hatred. "

Speech Act: Assertive — Narrows the negative function of .
language down to hate transmission.

Deixis: Conceptual Deixis ("hatred’. .

Gricean Maxims: Observes Relation — Direct transition .
to the paper's core topic.

Politeness: Negative Politeness (Hedging) — Uses modal .
verb 'may” to state potentiality rather than absolute

inevitability.
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Extract 3.5

"The concept of hate speech (henceforth HS) describes the language
that is directed toward other people on the basis of being different in
some personal characteristics such as race, class, religion, nationality,

or gender."

Speech Act: Assertive — Formally defines the core variable

(Hate Speech).

Deixis: Discourse Deixis ('henceforth HS" — explicit .
abbreviatory shorthand for subsequent text).

Gricean Maxims: Observes Manner and Quality — .
Provides a comprehensive operational definition.

Politeness: Positive Politeness — Clarifies terminology .

early for reader convenience.

Extract 3.6

"This study puts this negative social issue under scrutiny as it appears
n some American movies in terms of the critical pragmatic

approach.”
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Speech Act: Commissive /| Assertive — Announces the .
analytical scope, medium, and theoretical framework.

Deixis: Person Deixis ("7his study’); Discourse Deixis .
('this negative social issue’); Spatial Deixis ("American
movies').

Gricean Maxims: Observes Relation — Ties the general .
definition in 3.5 directly to the study's specific corpus.

Politeness: Negative Politeness — Impersonal phrasing .

maintains academic detachment from a sensitive topic.

Extract 3.7

"[t raises several questions that are associated with the following aims:
identifying the most common motivations... finding out the
pragmatic representation... uncovering the most frequently used
pragmatic strategies... determining if the type of motivation Is

associated... and specitying the most influential effects...”

Speech Act: Directive /| Commissive — Sets up explicit .
research questions and guides reader expectations across five

analytical vectors.
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Deixis: Discourse Deixis ('the following aims’); Person .
Deixis ( "/t"reterencing "This study".

Gricean Maxims: Observes Manner — Systematic .
enumeration of objectives.

Politeness: Positive Politeness — Demonstrates rigorous

planning to satisty peer review standards.

Extract 3.8

"The hypotheses which are related to the above aims are: the most
common motivation for HS in the selected American movies is the
differences in race; impoliteness, reference, and SM are the
pragmatic representation... negative impoliteness, and deixis are the
most frequent pragmatic sub-strategies... the type of motivation Is

associated... and being silent is the most prevalent effect..."

Speech Act: Commissive /| Assertive — Explicitly states
five testable research hypotheses.
Deixis: Discourse Deixis ( the above aims’); Spatial Deixis .

("American movies'.
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Gricean Maxims: Observes Quantity and Quality — .
Provides exact, falsifiable statements.

Politeness: Negative Politeness — Frames expectations as

hypotheses subject to empirical rejection rather than

unquestionable truths.

Extract 3.9

"Based on the analytical framework developed by the study, twenty

!

extracts from five American movies are analyzed qualitatively. '

Speech Act: Assertive — Reports qualitative sample size and
methodology.

Deixis: Person Deixis ( the study’).

Gricean Maxims: Observes Quantity — Gives precise
counts ( "twenty extracts', "five American movies".

Politeness: Negative Politeness —  Standard .

methodological presentation.

Extract 3.10
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"The quantitative analysis includes all the HS extracts found in the

data.”

Speech Act: Assertive — Clarifies the scope of the .
quantitative corpus.

Deixis: Discourse Deixis ('the data’). .

Gricean Maxims: Observes Manner — Concise .
methodological elaboration.

Politeness: Positive Politeness — Reassures the reader of .

total data inclusion (completeness).

Extract 3.11

"The first and third hypotheses have been partially veritied."

Speech Act: Declarative /| Assertive — Formally declares .
the empirical verification status of Hypotheses 1 and 3.

Deixis: Discourse Deixis ( "The first and third hypotheses").

Gricean Maxims: Observes Quality — Honest, precise .

reporting ( 'partially verified".
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Politeness: Negative Politeness (Academic Modesty) — .

Admitting partial verification demonstrates scientific integrity.

Extract 3.12

"The second one has been veritied, whereas the fourth, and fifth

ones have been rejected.”

Speech Act: Declarative / Assertive — Formally declares .
tull verification for H2 and rejection for H4 and H5.

Deixis: Discourse Deixis ( "7he second one’, "the fourth, and .«
fifth ones".

Gricean Maxims: Observes Quality — Unbiased reporting

of rejected hypotheses generates strong academic trust
(implicating lack of confirmation bias).
Politeness: Positive Politeness — Establishes total .

transparency with the research community.

Extract 3.13

"The findings of this study have led to many conclusions, but the

most basic one is that HS is not random, rather, it is issued in three
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related stages: the stage of motivation, of representation, and of

effect.”

Speech Act: Assertive /| Declarative — States the core .
theoretical model resulting from the findings.

Deixis: Person Deixis ( 'this study’); Discourse Deixis (the
most basic one'.

Gricean Maxims: Observes Manner — Synthesizes .
complex findings into a clear 3-stage model.

Politeness: Positive Politeness — Delivers high analytical .

value to the reader concisely.

Extract 3.14

"The study ends up with some conclusions, recommendations, and

suggestions for future research work."

Speech Act: Commissive / Directive — Closes the abstract
by promising scholarly extensions and guiding future
researchers.

Deixis: Person Deixis ("7he study’).
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Gricean Maxims: Observes Relation — Standard, .
appropriate genre-closing statement.
Politeness: Positive Politeness — Extends an open .

invitation for future collaborative academic inquiry.

4.4 Pragmatic Analysis of Data 4 (Israel-Palestine Conflict

Abstract)
Extract 4.1

"The recent actions of the Israel-Palestine conflict that happened on
7 October, 2023 has become a pressing international Issue,

captivating the attention of the global masses and news media."

Speech Act: Assertive — Establishes the real-world urgency .
and timeliness of the political issue.

Deixis: Temporal Deixis (‘recent’, "7 October, 2023%; .
Spatial/Geopolitical Deixis ( "Israc/-Palestine’).

Gricean Maxims: Observes Relation — Grounds the study .

in immediate global discourse context.
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Politeness: Positive Politeness — Engages the reader witha .

topic of recognized international significance.

Extract 4.2

"To the best of the researcher’s knowledge, previous studies have not

i

examined the Israel-Palestine conflict in terms of metadiscourse. '

Speech Act: Assertive (Gap Claim) — Claims a gap in

existing literature regarding metadiscourse analysis of this
conflict.
Deixis: Person/Social Deixis ('the researcher’s knowledge"

— nominal third-person self-reference).

Gricean Maxims: Observes Quality — Carefully hedges
the claim based on personal knowledge boundary.
Politeness: Negative Politeness (Epistemic Shield) — .
The introductory clause "7To the best of the researcher'’s
knowledge" 1s a classic hedge that protects the author against

potential oversight accusations (FTA mitigation).

Extract 4.3
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"Therefore, the current study bridges this gap in the literature by
mvestigating attitude types of appraisal theory, metadiscourse
markers, and discourse reflexivity categories in two selected DBritish

talk shows that reoriginated on 7 October, 2023."

Speech Act: Commissive — Pledges to fill the gap using a

multi-layered theoretical framework.

Deixis: Discourse Deixis ("7herefore’, 'this gap'); Person .
Deixis ('the current study"); Temporal Deixis ("7 October,
2023%; Spatial Deixis ( 'British talk shows".

Gricean Maxims: Observes Relation — Logically links the .
gap in 4.2 directly to the study design.

Politeness: Positive Politeness — Frames the paper as a

constructive contribution to academic literature ("bridges this

gap).

Extract 4.4

"To conduct the study, the researcher puts some questions directing
the analysis: 1. What types and subtypes of attitude system are

recognised...?, 2. What are the types and functions of metadiscourse
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markers...2, 3. What are the discourse reflexivity categories...?, 4.

What is the highest tfrequency for each...?"

Speech Act: Directive (Embedded Interrogatives) — .
Directly presents explicit research questions to organize the
reader's cognitive focus.

Deixis: Person/Social Deixis ( 'the researcher'); Discourse .
Deixis ("7, 2, 3, 4"— explicit numerical ordering).

Gricean Maxims: Flouts Manner (Structural Norms) — .
Embedding full question sentences in an abstract breaks
conventional narrative flow, but enhances clarity and
transparency.

Politeness: Positive Politeness — Provides utmost

structural clarity to assist peer readers.

Extract 4.5

"The study uses an eclectic model of three layers to answer the

questions and analyse twelve extracts, six from each show."
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Speech Act: Assertive — Details theoretical structure and
dataset breakdown.

Deixis: Person Deixis ( "7The study"); Discourse Deixis ('the
questions".

Gricean Maxims: Observes Quantity — Precise numerical .
counts ( 'three layers", "twelve extracts', 'six from each show.

Politeness: Negative Politeness — Focuses on objective

methodological design.

Extract 4.6

"A qualitative approach is adopted to analyse the data, supported by

statistical analysis for results and discussion. "

Speech Act: Assertive — States the overall research .
methodology.

Deixis: Discourse Deixis ( 'the data’). .

Gricean Maxims: Observes Manner — Concise .
methodology statement.

Politeness: Negative Politeness — Passive voice (7s .

adopted’) highlights procedure over author persona.
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Extract 4.7

"The analysis reveals that participants use all types of attitude system
(1e., affect, judgement, and appreciation) to convey support or

criticism towards the Israeli and Palestinian actions.”

Speech Act: Assertive — Reports qualitative findings .
regarding appraisal attitude types.

Deixis: Discourse Deixis ("7he analysis'); Spatial/Political

Deixis ( "[sracli and Palestinian actions".

Gricean Maxims: Observes Quality — Accurate report of .
empirical findings.

Politeness: Negative Politeness — Maintains balanced, .

neutral framing on a highly volatile political subject.

Extract 4.8

"Lastly, the judgement from attitude types, self-mentions from
metadiscourse markers, and the orienting category from discourse

reflexivity are the most frequent types."
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Speech Act: Assertive /| Declarative — Concludes the .
abstract by reporting the dominant quantitative results across all
three framework layers.

Deixis: Discourse Deixis ('Lastly” — signals finality and .
concluding move).

Gricean Maxims: Observes Manner and Quantity —

Synthesizes complex multi-variable results into a clear final
summary sentence.
Politeness: Positive Politeness — Provides a clear, .

definitive answer to the fourth research question posed in 4.4.

5: Synthesis and Cross—Data Discussion
Having conducted a sentence-by-sentence pragmatic breakdown of
every constituent extract across the four academic thesis abstracts in
Chapter 4, this chapter synthesizes the empirical observations. The
discussion then appraises the dynamic workings of speech acts,
deictic mechanisms, Gricean maxims and politeness strategies to
create academic authority, to negotiate knowledge claims and to

manoeuvre in between the constraints of genre in the corpus.
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5.1 Synthesis of Speech Act Patterns
Based on the four datasets analyzed, the number of sentences in the
four datasets (40 distinct sentence extracts in total) shows that the
Assertive/R epresentative speech act is the most dominating act
performed in each of the datasets (approximately 72%). Extracts 1.1,
2.1, 3.2 and 4.1 show how authors repeatedly use assertive speech
acts in the beginning of their abstracts to create a macro-context of
an abstract, establish notions, and list the factual premises of an
operation.
The analysis sentence by sentence, however, shows that there are
some functional variations in the sentence strategically and this can
be traced from assertive sentence that is interacting with other
illocutionary forces:
Commissive and Directive Hybrids: In Extracts 1.2, 1.5, .1
2.4, 3.6 and 4.3, authors use commissive speech acts in the
guise of declarative statements in which they lay out the aims,
methodology and scope of their study ("the study"): The author
takes a privileged analytical path but does not involve the

reader with first person pledge words. In addition, there are
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examples of an implicit Directive Speech Act—when the text
hints at a question for investigation by resorting to numbered
lists or the appearance of an explicit research question (Extracts
2.5, 3.7 and 4.4)—which signal to the peer evaluator where to
focus his or her cognitive attention while reading the text.
Declarative Verification Acts: A key pragmatic shift in the .2
findings moves concerns Extracts 1.10, 2.8, 3.11, 3.12, and
4.8, which represent some of the key moves in the findings
stream—declarative moves. Sentences which report verified or
rejected hypotheses (most prominently in Extracts 3.11 and
3.12) are expressions of a Declarative Speech Act within the
micro-context of the research thesis which set the system of
the theoretical proposition from the state of hypothesis to the

empirical claim.

5.2 Deictic Orientation and Authorial Positioning
In the entire 40 extract sample, the deictic tracking at the sentence
level shows the complete suppression of first-person singular

pronouns (I, my, me). Rather, the authors' presence and the
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coherence of the text are worked out in three main ways, dealing
with deictic systems:
Nominal and Impersonal Person Deixis: The authors try .
to show most of the time a scientific and critical distance from
the readers by using impersonal person nominal phrases
(Extracts 1.2, 1.6, 2.4, 3.6, and 4.5: "The current study”, "The
present study’, "This study") or third-person nominal self-
references (Extracts 4.2 and 4.4: 'the researcher’, 'the
researcher's knowledge"). It is a depersonalization which takes
the illocutionary burden oft a purely personal evaluative
judgement onto the strict carrying out of the research process
per se.
Discourse (Textual) Deixis as Cohesive Glue: In order to .
manage the number of words, abstracts have to use a
tremendous amount of discourse deixis to create intra-textual
navigation. Causal linking sentences have transitions such as
"Consequently” (Extract 1.5), "Thus" (Extract 2.4), "Therefore"
(Extract 4.3) or "Lastly" (Extract 4.8) that connect causally

related sentences across diftferent sentences. In addition, spatial-
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textual information ['e.g., "the above mentioned objectives'
(Extract 2.6) or "the above aims" (Extract 3.8) act as kind of
anchors for the reader's memory, so as to link the reader to the
previous structural units without repeating long phrases.
Temporal and Geopolitical Anchoring: temporal deixis
creates a sense of urgency or literature relevance to place or
time in the world. Extracts 4.1 and 4.3 underline the pragmatic
relevance (Maxim of Relation) of the study by using explicit
dates ("7 October, 2023") as well as temporal terms like "recent"
and "current".
5.3 Gricean Trade-offs: Quality, Manner, and Strategic
Flouting
This analysis sentence by sentence indicates that in writing abstracts
that are meant for academic purposes, the given example shows that
there is a balance between the Maxim of Quantity (appropriate
choice of information) and the Maxim of Manner (concise and
orderly).
Adherence to Quality as an Academic Imperative: The .

Maxim of Quality is respected and upheld throughout all four
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datasets, with use of formal citations (Extracts 1.7 and 2.6,
respectively) and explicit mentions of the numbers of data
'collected' (Extracts 2.7, 3.9 and 4.5, respectively), and honest
reporting of negative or partial results (Extracts 3.11 and 3.12,
respectively). Data 3's writer makes a thesis that is partially
proven or disproven, and as a result creates a very strong
conversational implicature of scientific integrity and freedom
from confirmation bias.

Strategic Flouting of Manner for Empirical Density: In .
major findings sentences, authors frequently flout the sub-
maxim of Manner ('be brief") and numerous complex
sentences with many clauses are created (e.g. Extract 1.10 and
Extract 2.8). In addition, Extract 4.4 breaks from the
traditional abstract way of organizing a narrative flow by
inserting four complete interrogative sentences into the text.
Pragmatically, these floutings give the impression that they
come from a carefully developed, complex and
methodologically exhaustive research.,

5.4 Face Management and Politeness Mechanics
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Woriting an abstract can involve a number of possible Face
Threatening Acts (FTAs). In asserting a research gap and/or
presenting new research an author may be attacking the positive face
of previous scholar(s) or the negative face of other readers, making
demands on their cognitive space. The politeness levels at the
sentence level reveal the two main politeness strategies namely:
Negative Politeness and Epistemic Hedging: In order to .1
avoid the insult of putting their claim forward as more general
or arrogant than it might be, authors throw out epistemic
shields and hedges throughout their sentences. Key examples
include:
Extracts 1.9 and 1.10: "to varying degrees’, "tend to o
converse'.
Extract 2.8: "leads generally to the conclusion’. .
Extract 3.4: "Language may express..." o

Extract 4.2: "To the best of the researcher’s o

knowledge...".
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Pragmatically, they make sure to protect the author's face from
criticism 1in future academic attacks, and show respect to the
critical autonomy (negative face) of the academic audience.
Positive Politeness via Gap-Bridging and Shared .2
Norms: In this case, the authors do not demean previous
work (a direct FTA), but rather employ always gap-bridging
metaphors (Extracts 1.5 and 4.3: "attempts to bridge this gap",
"bridges this gap"). This approach values and builds on past
scholarship as a basic framework that only "needs' to be
extended; it is a positive approach and doesn't jeopardize the

positive face of the academic discourse community.
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6: Conclusion and Recommendations

6.1 Summary of Main Findings
In this research, four postgraduate academic thesis abstracts, a total of
40 individual sentence extracts in terms of pragmatics based on them
have been analyzed. The study is made by combining the concept of
integrative approach which was a combination of Searle’s Speech
Acts and Levinson’s Deixis, plus Grice’s Cooperative Principle and
Brown and Levinson’s Politeness Theory which leads to the
tollowing main conclusions:
Structural Illocutionary Mapping: Academic abstracts also .1
exhibit a very predictable continuum of speech acts. They start

with  Assertives (context/definition), take a step to
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Commissives/Directives (gap, objectives, methodology) and
end with Declarative-Assertives (findings, verification, and
recommendations).

Deictic Depersonalization: The authorship in thesis .2
abstracts 1s largely and systematically depersonalized using
forms that are in the third person, as can be seen from the use
of "the current study" and "the researcher". Discourse deixis
serves as the main engine for the logic and coherence of the
discourse under such strict limitations.

Pragmatic Implicatures of Rigor: Authors systematically .3
flout the Maxim of Manner (brevity/order) in order to fit in
with complex theoretical frameworks or sets of explicit
research questions during the stage of findings and objectives.
This flouting creates a critical implicature in the created
academic works: it gives the impression of profound and solid
research to its evaluator.

Institutional Politeness Balance: Negative Politeness has an .4
inherent control over the academic writing of abstract. Using

knotty, strategic epistemic hedging ("generally”, "may", "to the
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best of the researcher's knowledge") and gap-bridging framing
that is constructed, the authors are able to make claims that
everyone assumes to be original and keep threats to fellow
scholars to a minimum.
6.2 Recommendations and Pedagogical Implications
Some suggestions for academic writing pedagogy and postgraduate
researchers can be made on the basis of the empirical insights derived
from this pragmatic analysis conducted on sentence level:
Explicit Pragmatic Training for Graduate Students: The .
teaching and learning of abstracts as "5-move structural
summaries’ needs to be abandoned in university writing
courses in favor of explicit pragmatic training for graduate
students. Teachers' explicit attention needs to be given to the
pragmatic factors which involve the processes of sentence
making, including the use of speech acts to manipulate the
voice of the writer, epistemic hedges and deictic markers.
Conscious Deployment of Hedging Devices: It is essential .
that the student researchers should be made to audit the

sentences reporting their findings to look out for unabated
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FTAs. The use of epistemic shields (e.g., "the findings suggest’,
"leads generally to") makes an abstraction more credible and
helps to express the scientist's modesty.
Mastery of Discourse Deixis: Authors should be aware of .
and use structural deictic pointers ("consequently”, "the above
aims", "firstly/secondly”) to minimise cognitive effort required
by peer reviewers and to provide different text spaces with a
logical sequence, as necessary, within the squeezed space of
concise text excerpts.
Suggestions for Future Research 6.3
Future study should be carried out in the following fields to make
the domain of study in academic pragmatic research broader:
Cross-Disciplinary Pragmatic Corpora: Use a similar .
pragmatic framework at the sentence level to make
comparisons between abstract texts from disciplines of the hard
sciences (e.g., Medicine, Engineering) versus the humanities

and social sciences.
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Irony and Sarcasm Detection in Digital Discourse: A
Structured Review of Pragmatic Markers and Interpretation

Strategies
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Abstract

Irony and sarcasm are some of the trickiest types of non-literal
language in digital chats, because getting what they mean really
depends on the context, what the speaker is trying to do, and some
pragmatic guessing, rather than on the literal wording. Since social
media and online communication are growing so fast, it has become
more important than before to spot ironic and sarcastic phrases
correctly, not only for linguistic research but also for natural

language processing, or NLP apps really.

So, this review is sort of looking back at earlier work on how people

detect irony and sarcasm in online talk, with a focus on pragmatic
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markers, interpretation tactics and—also—computing methods. It
pulls in related peer reviewed papers that were published somewhere
in the 2005 to 2026 window, those were gathered from big
academic databases and then handled through thematic analysis. The
whole thing results from pragmatics, discourse analysis,
computational linguistics, and artificial intelligence. Together, not

separately.

The findings show that irony and sarcasm get expressed via some
mix of lexical, semantic, contextual, and also multimodal bits, maybe
like hyperbole, rhetorical questions, emojis, hashtags, and just
general contextual incongruity. Also, even if transformer-based
models and large language models have improved automatic
detection a lot, they still struggle with things like context
comprehension, cultural variation, and the kind of implicit meaning
that 1s hidden. In other words, it is not only about spotting words,
but about what they really mean in that scene, and across different

audiences.

The review also points out how important it is to merge pragmatic

theories with computational methods, so detection accuracy can
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actually get better, and models become more interpretable in a

practical sense.

Overall, this review shows that catching irony and sarcasm well
usually needs an interdisciplinary path mixing linguistic theory with
more advanced NLP techniques. Future research should then lean
into context aware, multilingual, and explainable models, that can
make sense of non-literal language, across various digital settings

where people communicate in different ways.

Keywords: irony, sarcasm, digital discourse, pragmatics, pragmatic
markers, natural language processing, computational linguistics,

sentiment analysis.
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1. Introduction

The wunprecedented growth of digital communication has
fundamentally changed the ways individuals create, interpret, and
negotiate meaning. Social networking platforms such as X (formerly
Twitter), Facebook, Reddit, Instagram, TikTok, and online
discussion forums have become primary venues for interpersonal
interaction, political debate, entertainment, and information
exchange too. Yet unlike traditional face-to-face communication,
digital discourse often lacks prosodic cues, facial expressions, gestures
and that quick contextual feedback, so the whole interpretation of

the intended meaning is often way more challenging (Crystal, 2011).

In this evolving communicative environment, irony and sarcasm
have shown up as especially significant linguistic phenomena. Both

seem to rely on a mismatch between what is said on the surface and
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what is really meant, so readers have to infer the implicit intentions
through context, pragmatic reasoning, and all that. While irony, in
general, points to a contrast between literal expression and intended
meaning, sarcasm is often treated as a subtype of irony, and it tends
to come with criticism, ridicule, or mockery aimed at a specific
target (Attardo, 2000; Gibbs, 2000). Still, people keep arguing about
where the line actually sits between these notions, particularly across

pragmatics, cognitive linguistics, and discourse studies.

The widespread use of irony and sarcasm in online communication
presents quite a few challenges for human interpretation and
automated language processing systems too. Digital users often
deploy ironic statements to show dissatisfaction, oftfer humor, deliver
political criticism, or make social commentary, but at the same time
they try to dodge direct confrontation. Meanwhile, the lack of non-
verbal cues makes misunderstandings more likely, especially for
culturally diverse audiences. Because of this emojis, GIFs memes
hashtags, awkward punctuation, and typographical emphasis have
ended up as important pragmatic resources that partly compensate

for missing paralinguistic signals.

~171~



E =R Zf}wjl\ Syt (éL‘J\ é).\l\ gs“‘u‘ s
(bdt e dadalt 1039 ISV GUT J) dslud) BLoY 0

From a computational perspective, detecting irony and sarcasm stays
one of the hardest tasks in Natural Language Processing (NLP).
Usual sentiment analysis systems often lean on lexical polarity,
basically assuming that positive words say positive sentiment, and
negative ones say negative sentiment, like they are always aligned.
But sarcastic expressions can flip that all around, so computational
models end up misclassifying the emotional intent. For instance, the
sentence "Wonderful! My computer crashed again." has a positive

adjective, yet it really signals frustration instead of satisfaction.

Recent advances in machine learning, transformer-based language
models and large language models have substantially improved
sarcasm detection accuracy. Still, these models often struggle with
contextual inference, shared background knowledge, cultural
references, and pragmatic reasoning, and all of that seem crucial for
spotting non-literal meaning. So, in recent times researchers
increasingly advocate for blending pragmatic linguistics theories with
computational methodologies, this aims to build more robust and,

frankly more explainable detection systems.
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Since research on irony and sarcasm stretches across several
disciplines, such as pragmatics, discourse analysis, cognitive
psychology, computational linguistics, artificial intelligence,
communication studies, and sociolinguistics, a structured synthesis is
kind of necessary to pull together what we know right now. A lot of
existing reviews, tend to spotlight either computational algorithms
or linguistic theories, while they ignore the way pragmatic markers
connect with interpretation strategies, which is odd because those

pieces rarely sit alone.

Accordingly, this structured review aims to look at the practical ways
irony and sarcasm get sent around in digital talk, and also to see how
current studies interpret these mechanisms from both language-
based and computational angles. By pinning down the usual
pragmatic markers, some theoretical scaffolding, the methods people
actually use, and the ongoing research sticking points, the review
tries to lay out a solid base for later interdisciplinary work, so yeah,

future research can build from there.
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2. Objectives

The main aim of this structured review 1s to pull together recent
studies on irony detection and sarcasm, in digital conversations, from

both the language side and the computational point of view as well.
To be specific, it is aimed to:

1. Identity each main pragmatic marker connected to irony, and also

sarcasm, when communicating digitally.

2. Examine how interpretation strategies get proposed across
pragmatics, discourse analysis, cognitive linguistics, as well as NLP

sometimes.

3. Compare linguistic methods versus computational approaches for

irony AND sarcasm detection side by side.

4. Evaluate how eftective existing detection methods really are, plus

their limitations, even when the results look fine at first.

5. Identity the methodological trends and theoretical frameworks

that show up in recent studies, even if they are described indirectly.
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6. Highlight what current research lacks, then propose future

directions for interdisciplinary investigation, to move things ahead.

3. Literature Review and Previous Studies

This chapter explains the procedures that get used to review and
analyze earlier works about irony and sarcasm detection in digital
discourse. It covers the methodology, the data gathering process, the
analytical framework, and then the data analysis approaches adopted

so that there is a systematic and dependable review of the literature.

3.1 Methodology
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This study uses a structured literature review to stitch together what
is already known about irony and sarcasm spotting in online
conversations. A structured review was picked because it gives a
more systematic path for finding, choosing, and examining the

relevant studies while also lowering possible researcher bias.

The review includes both foundational, and more recent
publications across pragmatics, discourse analysis, computational
linguistics, as well as natural language processing (NLP). There were
older studies too, in order to set the theoretical ground for irony and
sarcasm, and then newer work was picked out to take a look at
present day computational techniques, and also the kind of progress

you can see in digital discourse, kind of overall.
3.2 Data Collection

The whole study leans on secondary data that comes from scholarly
publications dealing with irony and sarcasm detection in an indirect
way. The literature that was picked includes peer reviewed journal
articles, conference papers, and academic books, all gathered from

big repositories, such as Scopus, Web of Science, Google Scholar,
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ScienceDirect, SpringerLink, IEEE Xplore, and ACM Digital

Library.

The literature search used keywords like irony, sarcasm, digital
dialogue, pragmatic signals, sentiment analysis, and natural language
processing, which is a broad net. After we applied the inclusion and
exclusion criteria, 19 related studies were finally picked, for deeper

review and more careful analysis.
3.3 Analytical Model

The picked studies were analyzed using a thematic analysis model.
Basically, the selected studies were then arranged into four main
categories but not exactly the same way each time, you know,

which included the following:

Pragmatic markers like lexical incongruity, hyperbole, emojis,
hashtags, and the overall contextual cues. Then there are
interpretation strategies, for example contextual inference, the
speaker intention, Grice’s Cooperative Principle, and also R elevance
Theory. After that, computational approaches such as machine

learning, deep learning, and transformer-based models. Finally,
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research challenges, such as context dependency, cultural variation,

multilingualism, and explainability, which is the real problem.

The framework here permitted a systematic comparison to happen

for former researches.
3.4 Data Analysis

So, the selected studies were analyzed using qualitative thematic
analysis and a comparative literature approach. First, each paper was
reviewed— to pinpoint the research aims, methodology, the
theoretical framing, and the main results. Then, the outcomes were
coded into shared themes, such as pragmatic markers, interpretation
strategies, computational detection methods and also the research
limits. After that, the studies were set side by side so we could
compare what seems similar and what diverges, to see
methodological trends, the usual strong points, the weak spots, and

those lingering research gaps that are still in the existing literature.

4. Key Results from prior Researches

~179 ~



E =R :g}wjl\ Syt (éL‘J\ é).\l\ gs“‘u‘ s
(bdt e dadalt 1039 ISV GUT J) dslud) BLoY 0

41 Comparison of Linguistic and Computational

Approaches

Previous studies show that linguistic and computational approaches
differ in what they focus on and how they work. Linguistic
approaches tend to explain irony and sarcasm via pragmatic theories,
situational inference, and what a speaker is trying to do. For
instance, the sentence "What a beautiful day!" said while there is a
heavy storm—people do not read it directly. Instead, the listener
brings in contextual knowledge, and then the intended meaning is
taken as the reverse of the literal surface meaning, so it comes out

1ronic.

In contrast, computational approaches try to pick up irony and
sarcasm on their own, using NLP (Natural Language Processing) and
artificial intelligence methods. For example, a machine learning
model might label the tweet "Great! My phone battery died again."
as sarcastic because it spots contradiction between the upbeat word
great and the negative situation that follows, in other words. a

mismatch in meaning. Also, transformer-based models nowadays can
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get even better, since they look at the surrounding context instead of

just leaning on a single word.

Even though linguistic approaches give a deeper understanding of
how ironic meaning is built up, computational approaches let us do
this at scale, on huge amounts of digital texts. So, recent work
suggests combining pragmatic theories with computational models,
to get more accurate and reliable irony, and also sarcasm detection.
(Attardo, 2000; Grice, 1975; Joshi et al., 2017; Sperber & Wilson,

1995; Wallace, 2015).
4.2 Pragmatic Markers Identified in Previous Studies

The reviewed literature identifies a handful of pragmatic markers
that often point toward irony and sarcasm in digital discourse. You
see things such as lexical incongruity, hyperbole, understatement,
rhetorical questions, quotation marks, emojis, hashtags, excessive
punctuation and also contextual contradiction. Most studies seem to
align on the idea that no single marker works by itself, interpretation

depends on the interplay of several linguistic and contextual cues
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(Attardo, 2000; Camp, 2012; Dynel, 2014; Gibbs, 2000; Haverkate,

1990; Sperber & Wilson, 1995).
4.3 Computational Detection Methods

Research on computational detection has shifted, from rule-based
approaches and classic machine learning methods, into deep
learning, transformer-based models, and larger language model
systems, a.k.a. LLMs. In general, these newer designs have boosted
detection ability a lot, largely because they can absorb surrounding
context. Still, there are some persistent issues though, such as picking
up implicit sarcasm, handling cultural references, and managing
multilingual communication (Ghosh & Veale, 2016; Joshi et al.,

2017; Wallace, 2015; Wallace et al., 2014).
4 4 Evaluation of Existing Detection Methods

The reviewed studies suggest that the eftectiveness of irony, and
sarcasm detection methods has been getting better quite a lot over
time. Back then, traditional rule based and machine learning
approaches do well when explicit linguistic clues show up, but they

often stumble on implicit or context dependent sarcasm, the kind
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that is sort of “not said directly”. On the other hand, deep learning
and transformer-based models tend to reach higher accuracy because
they pull in contextual information plus more nuanced semantic
representations. Still, even these newer systems can be awkward
when it comes to cultural differences, multilingual chat, and those
hidden meanings, and they also struggle with explainability. Taken
together, earlier research seems to point toward hybrid methods that
mix pragmatic theories with artificial intelligence as the most useful
path for boosting detection accuracy and reliability (Attardo, 2000;
Ghosh & Veale, 2016; Joshi et al., 2017; Sperber & Wailson, 1995;

Wallace, 2015).
5. Discussion

The outcomes of this structured review demonstrate that irony and
sarcasm are among the most complex ways people communicate in
digital discourse, and it can get messy fast. Unlike literal language,
their interpretation does not rely only on what the words say, but
also on contextual, pragmatic and, cultural factors too. Because of
that both human readers and computational systems may struggle, to

recognize what is really intended when an ironic or sarcastic
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expression shows up. In other words, it is not just the message
content, but the surrounding signals, nuance and background that

really matter, even if you think you can read it directly.

In the reviewed studies there is this recurring an idea about how
pragmatic markers matter a lot, especially when you are trying to
spot irony or sarcasm. Most researchers seem to agree that making
the right call depends on how linguistic cues mix with the
surrounding context, and also on what the speaker is trying to do or

mean, you know, the intention behind it.

The review also points toward this whole growing role of context-
aware computational models, which is interesting. In the past,
traditional machine learning methods seemed to lean mostly on
lexical as well as syntactic cues, but now with transformer-based
models, and especially the large language models, detection has been
improved by bringing in contextual information. Even so, current
systems still struggle a bit, for instance, when they have to interpret
implicit sarcasm, or deal with cultural references that are not obvious
at first, or handle multilingual communication smoothly. On top of

that, online language changes really fast, so the systems get behind.
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All of this implies that computational performance might be
upgraded further by weaving linguistic and pragmatic theories into

artificial intelligence models, and in a more deliberate way.

Another key observation is that irony and sarcasm research is
interdisciplinary, as if there is no single lane. The contributions from
pragmatics, discourse analysis, cognitive linguistics, psychology, and
natural language processing come together stitching a more
comprehensive view of how non literal meaning is formed and then
interpreted. In that sense, this cross-field angle is essential, for
making detection systems that are more accurate and also
explainable, at least in a way humans can follow, rather than

something opaque.

Overall, the reviewed studies suggest that future research should
move past just lexical approaches and put more weight on contextual
reasoning, multimodal communication, and cultural variability.
Developing Al systems that can grasp human pragmatic intentions
will not only make irony and sarcasm detection better but also
strengthen sentiment analysis, conversational agents, social media

monitoring, and other language technologies. So, continued
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collaboration between linguists and computer scientists is essential

for pushing research forward in this evolving field.

6. Limitations and Future Work

6.1 Limitations

This study is mostly based on a structured review of existing

literature, and not really on primary empirical research. As a result,
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the conclusions are limited by the quality and range of the studies
that were actually reviewed. Even though the review pulls from
both foundational work and newer studies, it is possible that some
relevant research got left out, mostly because of language
restrictions, database coverage issues, or because of the publication

date.

Another limitation is that most previous studies tend to lean on
English-language datasets, which makes it a bit hard to generalize
the findings to other languages, and also to difterent cultural settings.
On top of that, online communication evolves quickly, so new
forms of irony, sarcasm, internet slang, and even multimodal
expressions are still popping up. These newer patterns might not be

captured fully in the current literature.
6.2 Future Work

Future research should look more into detecting irony and sarcasm
across a broader slice of languages, and different cultural setups, so
we can make today’s results more widely usable in practice. It would

also be good to pay extra attention to multilingual and code-

~ 187 ~



E =R Zf}wjl\ Syt (éL‘J\ é).\l\ gs“‘u‘ s
(bdt e dadalt 1039 ISV GUT J) dslud) BLoY 0

switched communication, which is becoming more and more
common on social media platforms, and honestly it feels like it is

everywhere.

Also, future studies should try to build context aware and
explainable artificial intelligence models that somehow blend
pragmatic theories with stronger natural language processing
approaches. When we combine written stuft with multimodal cues
like emojis, images, GIFs, and videos, it may further boost the
accuracy of automatic detection systems, even though it still depends

on the setting.

Finally, it seems like an interdisciplinary collaboration between
linguists and computer scientists, psychologists, and communication
researchers is recommended, to develop more robust models, that
can actually grasp non literal language in real world digital

communication.
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This structured review shows that irony and sarcasm detection
represents one of the most complex challenges in modern digital
discourse analysis. Getting it right does not depend solely on word
level meaning, but it also needs more than just lexical cues; it calls
for deeper pragmatic reasoning with context involved, shared
background knows how, the past of the conversation,

communicative intent and also cultural conventions.

Although advances in transformer-based language models have
substantially improved automatic detection, purely computational
approaches still feel insufticient when used alone, unless you fold in
pragmatic theories that explain how meaning is inferred, not just
from literal wording but from context and intention—as people do

in real life.

Future research should therefore lean on interdisciplinary
collaboration among linguists, computational scientists, psychologists
and communication scholars so we can build context-aware,
culturally sensitive, multimodal, and explainable detection systems
that are good at interpreting non literal language with more

accuracy.
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These developments will, overall help sentiment analysis, and also
help spot misinformation detection and even online moderation in a
more steadfast way, improve human computer interaction too. Then
there is conversational Al, or maybe more like dialogue systems, and
it should deepen our understanding about how meaning 1is

constructed in digital communication in real time chats.
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Abstract

This research explores the symbolic and functional dimensions
of writing within the cultural sphere of the Pre-Islamic era
(Jahiliyyah). It focuses on the written and recorded texts of that
period that were imbued with sanctity and awe, whether regarding
the Mu'allagat poems or the document hung by Quraysh inside the

Kaaba. This parchment was not merely a political or economic
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document; rather, it represents a unique model revealing how Pre-
I[slamic Arabs utilized the written word as a tool to shape collective
consciousness, solidify social authority, and bestow religious and
symbolic legitimacy upon collective decisions. Consequently, the
parchment stands as the first Arabic model of what contemporary
international law terms "organized collective punishment." The
boycott law thus constitutes a qualitative leap in the history of legal
thought, transforming an emotional tribal decision into a binding
written law by establishing objective rules and explicit legal

regulations to replace unwritten customs and traditions.

The study begins by examining the relationship between the
sacred and the written; in the pre-Islamic consciousness, the written
character was not merely a recorded phonetic symbol but a bearer of
sacred significance, given the close link between writing and the
religious sphere in that era. The research analyzes the text's
structure—specifically the wuse of oaths, conditional clauses,

prohibitions, and declarative forms—to demonstrate how these
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elements contributed to the construction of an exclusionary,
ritualistic discourse. It further explores the psychological and social
impact of suspending a document in a sacred space, and how this act
transforms the text into a symbolic gesture that transcends its literal

meaning.

Keywords: Collective Consciousness, Writing, Pre-Islamic Era

(Jahiliyyah), Semantics, Mu'allagat (The Suspended Poems).
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Abstract :

This study examines the representations of implicit meaning in Al-
Muwazanah Bayn Al-Ta'iyyayn by Al-Amidi through a pragmatic
approach. It aims to reveal the meanings that go beyond the literal
level of discourse and to explain their role in shaping Al-Amidi's
critical perspective. The study is based on the idea that implicit
meaning is one of the main concepts of pragmatics, as it focuses on
the meanings intended by the speaker without expressing them
directly. Therefore, understanding discourse depends not only on
the literal meaning of words but also on the context and the speaker's
intended meaning. The significance of this study lies in providing a
new pragmatic reading of one of the most important works of
classical Arabic literary criticism and highlighting semantic aspects

.that have received little attention in previous studies

The study adopts the pragmatic approach because it is well suited to
interpreting indirect meanings and identifying the intended

meanings behind discourse. It analyzes selected critical texts from
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Al-Muwazanah Bayn Al-Ta'tyyayn to identify the instances in
which Al-Amidi employs implicit meaning and to explain its role in
presenting his critical judgments and evaluating the poetry of Abu

. Tammam and Al-Buhturi

The findings show that implicit meaning is a prominent feature of
Al-Amidi's critical discourse. It serves not only as a means of indirect
expression but also as an eftective tool for supporting his critical
judgments and guiding the reader toward the intended meanings.
The study also demonstrates that the pragmatic approach offers a
deeper understanding of Al-Amidi's critical discourse and reveals
semantic and communicative dimensions that cannot be fully

.explained through the literal meaning alone

Keywords: Implicit Meaning, Pragmatics, Al-Amidi, Al-

.Muwazanah Bayn Al-Ta'tyyayn, Critical Discourse
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Abstract

This study examines intertextuality in the novels of Jabra Ibrahim
Jabra as one of the seven standards of textuality, focusing on the role
of intertextual relations in shaping narrative discourse and generating
meaning. It investigates the mechanisms through which previous
texts and cultural references are incorporated into Jabra’s selected
novels and analyzes their semantic, aesthetic, and narrative functions.
The study distinguishes between two principal levels: external
intertextuality, which involves the interaction of Jabra’s fiction with
religious, mythical, historical, literary, artistic, and cultural

references; and internal intertextuality, which emerges through the
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dialogue among Jabra’s own novels and through the recurrence,
development, and transformation of characters, themes, and
narrative patterns. The study argues that intertextuality in Jabra’s
fiction goes beyond the reproduction of previous texts to their
reconfiguration within new contexts, thereby generating new
functions and meanings. It further demonstrates that internal
intertextuality establishes an ongoing dialogue among his novels,
revealing both the coherence and the development of his overall

narrative project.

Keywords: ~ Jabra  Ibrahim  Jabra, intertextuality, external

intertextuality, internal intertextuality, textuality
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Daily text in Abbasid literature

Deconstructing rhetorical centrality in light of the cultural
approach

Abstract

This research aims to study the daily text in Abbasid literature by
rhetorical hegemony deconstructing the
in light of the cultural approach, in order to reach the goal that goes

into the depths of the research, which is to analyze the rhetorical
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centrality based on an inductive approach based on the cultural
approach, using the mechanisms of deconstructing the aesthetic
centralities carried by the daily text in that era of Arabic literature.
The research analyzed the manifestations of the formation of the
Abbasid rhetorical hegemony and the mechanisms of marginalization
of the “daily” and the “popular” in blogs. Ancient criticism and the
manifestations of the "daily text" in Abbasid literature. The research
focused on dismantling the rhetorical system by rereading that
official literature culturally, as well as the implicit patterns and
conflict of identities that it carries, represented in the daily text. The
research concluded that the Abbasid culture had split into two
discourses: the "superstructure discourse" (sultanic rhetoric and the
caliber of poetry), which aimed to protect the model represented by
the authority of the center, and (the infrastructure discourse) or (the
daily text). And the marginal) which expressed the fluidity and
vitality of the street, and this became clear through the analysis and
out comparison mechanisms carried

by the research .
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